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NEW BETHANY 
UNIFORM LESSONS 





The Bible Student 


The objective of The Bethany Bible Student is to increase 
adults’ and young adults’ understanding of the scriptures and 
to help them apply this understanding for a richer daily 
Christian life. A dedicated group of biblical scholars and 
Christian educators have contributed their talents toward this 


rs mM 

. ky outstanding text. The lesson for each Sunday includes the 
ed Ey | scripture cana, the recommended devetieakt reading and 
brief memory selection from the Bible. Special lesson helps 
1] Teacher include an sasihaaiin of the scripture Sinect “Understanding 
the Scripture,” by Dwight E. Stevenson; a commentary on 
present-day applications of lesson themes by Maurice W. 
Fogle; and discussion questions, one section for young adults 
by Ian J. McCrae, and one for adults by Herschell H. Rich- 
mond. Issued quarterly, The Bethany Bible Student contains 

numerous illustrations and costs $ .25 per book. 
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The Bible Teacher 


The Bethany Bible Teacher is for teachers who work with youth, 
older young people and adults. It contains everything from The 
Bethany Bible Student plus a wealth of material just for teachers, 
including, a lesson explanation, ‘““Making the Lesson Live Today,” 
by Harry Baker Adams; James Christensen suggests illustrations 
and points of emphasis; suggestions on audio-visuals by Thomas 
Inabinett; a special section of aids for teachers of intermediates 
and seniors by four writers intimately acquainted with a particular 
age group; special helps for teachers of young people and adults; 
plus one or two articles of general interest to church school teach- 
ers. Issued quarterly, $ .75 per book. 


The Pocket Quarterly 


This is a condensed version of The Bethany Bible Student, containing the same 
scripture lesson, recommended devotional reading and brief memory lesson, 
but with special features for different age groups omitted. The Pocket Quar- 
terly is perfect for busy men and women, it can be easily carried in pocket or 
purse and read during occasional free periods. Teachers of groups using 
The Pocket Quarterly should also use The Bethany Bible Teacher. $ .15 
per book. 


Free Samples Available 
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SUMMIT TRAIL 


Perhaps, then, it is best, the up- 
ward climb... 

Arriving, yet not quite arrived 

. some new 

Untraveled height with each firm 
step, and Time 

Still beckoning the way through 
spaceless blue. 

Better than to have reached and 
left behind 

Some dazzling summit, for all 
roads lead down 

Once we attain the thing we hope 
to find. 

Better the leaf still green than 
dry and brown. 

Knowing the peak still lies ahead, 
no trail 

Shall prove impassable . 
autumn weather 

Form, if it will, its most obstruct- 


- « let 


ing veil 
Over the path that we must walk 
together. 
Climbing toward some improb- 
able high crest, 
Day by full day we find our 
Everest. 
by Mary E. Linton 
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ARTIN LUTHER wrote that “the highest art 
in Christendom” is knowing the difference 
between the Law and Faith. 


Another way to express it is that Christianity 
is faith in a person, not in a dogma or law, re- 
gardless of how good that law or dogma might 
be. The main reason Christianity suffers periodi- 
cally from the dread disease of irrelevancy is that 
its adherents worship the doctrines of the church 
instead of the Lord of the Church. 


We have too often made the same error toward 
our faith that the Jews in Christ’s time made. We 
are too concerned with outer form and too care- 
less with inner loyalty. We have elevated the 
doctrine and demoted the Person. 


Not only was the Sabbath made for man rather 
than man for the Sabbath, but as we Disciples are 
often loath to recognize, baptism was made for 
man and not vice versa. This must also be said 
of the Lord’s Supper, congregational autonomy, 
designation of church officers and ordination of 
the clergy. 


A faith to live by is the faith in the person of 
Jesus Christ, and not in a form, a ritual, a dogma 
or a tradition. These means must never become 
the ends. They must always be subject to rein- 
terpretation, rephrasing and at times even rele- 
gated to oblivion. 

We live in a changing, growing, but not neces- 
sarily improving cosmos. Dogmas, denominational 


Mr. Peterson is minister of Western Hills Chris- 
tian Church, San Antonio, Texas. 
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mores, creeds—all these must be subordinate to 
the living and creative Spirit of Jesus Christ. 


If a dogma offend thee, cast it out. Our au- 
thority, our standard of measure is always the 
Living Christ. To slavishly adhere to legalistic 
interpretations is to truly write finis to the Gospel 
of Freedom and to leave Christ in the tomb. He is 
not dead! He still is speaking to us! 

The Ten Commandments are not characteristic 
of Jesus—the Beatitudes are. What a difference! 
It is the difference between a lifeless law and a 
living faith. 

Let us not congratulate ourselves on a faithful 
restoration of the New Testament Church or any 
other legalistic interpretation of the Bible—at least 
not while the Disciples of Christ are near the top 
in per capita income but twenty-sixth in a list of 
twenty-six denominations in per capita giving. Let 
us not crow about our Biblical emphasis when we 
gave birth to two major splinter groups in this 
century. 

As Clovis Chappell suggests, it is a ‘majoring 
in minors that has brought about needless division 
in the body of Christ. There has been no doctrine 
too trivial to bring about a new denomination.” 

Unity in the spirit comes first “that they all may 
be one .. .”” not conformity to a form. Where is 
our emphasis? Upon the religion of Jesus or the 
religion about Jesus? 

Only as we grasp the difference will we have a 


faith to live by. It indeed is the highest art in 
Christendom. 
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Jesus is Both Conservative 


And Progressive—There is Great 


Danger in Either/Or Fixations 


The Pidsciples 


Ralph W. Sockman has a ser- 
mon entitled ‘The Conservative 
Revolutionary.” He is speaking 
of Jesus. 


It is easy to see conservative 
tendencies in the teachings of Je- 
sus. He saw his mission as one 
of fulfilling the law and the 
prophets. Now to attach one’s 
destiny to the ancient values is 
obviously the stance of a con- 
servative. Further, Jesus knew 
himself to be the Messiah. For 
many centuries the Jewish na- 
tion had looked for the coming 
of a Messiah who would lead 
them toward national and per- 
sonal salvation. This act of iden- 
tification with the venerable con- 
cept is the act of a conservative. 
If one accepts the Gospel ac- 
counts of Jesus’ teachings one 
must recognize the conservative 
trends in the Master’s mind. 


It is just as easy to see that 
Mr. Kelly is minister of the Chris- 


tian Church at Harrodsburg, Ken- 
tucky. 
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revolutionary concepts are pres- 
ent in the New Testament record 
of Jesus’ life and teachings. He 
can be classified as a progressive. 


His statement that he came 
not to destroy the law or the 
prophets is separated only by a 
breath from a typical assertion 
of a progressive: “You have 
heard that it was said to the men 
of old... but I say to you... .” 
The old value was stated and 
then changes were proposed to 
deepen the dimensions of the an- 
cient truth. 


The radical extent of the 
change proposed is indicated in 
the reference to old wineskins 
and garments. Just as new wine 
needs new wineskins so do new 
ideas need new structures. Some- 
times it is impractical to patch 
an old garment. Only a new suit 
can solve the problem. One must 
accept the revolutionary nature 
of so many of the Master’s teach- 
ings. 

So Jesus is both a conservative 


ilemma 


by J. N. Kelly 


and a progressive. He is a con- 
servative progressive! Note the 
tension, the almost inescapable 
contradiction when these terms 
are placed together! This is the 
type of union that all logical 
minds reject. These words be- 
long to an either/or proposition 
rather than in a complemental 
relationship. 

Here is the Christian’s cross. 
One must deal with truth that 
can only be stated in a paradox. 
Every concerned Christian lives 
in an atmosphere of tension. 
Christian experience contains 
stubborn contradictions. When 
these absurdities are profaned 
by explanations truth is muti- 
lated. It is difficult to resist the 
mind’s demand to reduce truth 
to logical systems. We possess 
an instinctive drive to simplify 
matters by reducing them to con- 
sistent and manageable proposi- 
tions. 


We who stand in the Campbell- 
Stone tradition have fallen be- 
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fore this drive for simplification. 
Remember our throwing the 
creeds to the winds! They were 
complex instruments that com- 
pounded the confusion in the 
Christian camp. 

Our slogans indicate a fervent 
desire for a logical basis for the 
faith. ‘‘No creed but Christ.” 
“Our aim is to restore the simple 
gospel.’’ “Where the Bible 
speaks we speak; where the Bi- 
ble is silent we are silent.” ‘The 
restoration of New Testament 
Christianity is our goal.” All of 
these phrases indicate the wish 
to move to a logically stated and 
easily understood position. 

Now here is our dilemma. We 
have been driven by an urge to 
unify truth which by its very na- 
ture, can best be expressed only 
in seeming paradoxes. Since 
Christ is our creed, and since we 
have seen that his vision resists 
any formulation on an either/or 
basis, then our tensions are lo- 
cated in Christ himself. The ex- 
perienced Christian understands 
that no creedal statement, writ- 
ten or unwritten, shall ever con- 
tain easily the whole truth to be 
found in Christ. Tension is here 
to stay. 

But tension is a tiring thing 
to the mind. It becomes a burden 
and it seems we will do anything 
to escape its intolerable pressure. 
In time we come to the decision 
to settle for ‘either’ or the “or.” 
If there is an authentic conserva- 
tive trend in the teachings of Je- 
sus (and there is), why not settle 
for the conservative position? 
This simplifies the matter of 
holding on to and defending our 
conviction. 

If, on the other hand there is 
ample evidence that Jesus was a 
progressive then accept this em- 
phasis as a worthy goal and cen- 
ter our resources in the revolu- 
tionary teachings of the New 
Testament. Replace the old 
wineskins and garments with 
new ones. 

Either of these choices would 
ease the tension arising from the 
effort to hold both views at the 
same time. Each proposition 
could be maintained with a few 
selected proof texts and advo- 
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cated with single-minded vigor. 
Both would look good when logi- 
that our migraine headaches are 
The soldier would be fighting 
only a one front war and, from 
a strategic point of view, this is 
advantageous. The battle line is 
compact. It can be viewed from 
a single position and the rela- 
tively small area is easy to de- 
fend. 

The difficulty with an either/or 
solution of this problem of ten- 
sion is obvious. One ig selecting 
a partial truth whereas we~ are 
urged to accept the whole coun- 
sel of God. Our temptation is to 


der to the passion for ac- 
cepting only those truths 
that fit precisely into a neat 


mark off an area suited to the 
dimensions of our mind and to 
pledge our total fealty to a part 
of the Kingdom. And we find 
that our migraine headaches are 
greatly lessened. The _ tension 
has vanished because we are liv- 
ing in an understandable system. 
We are free now from the mind 
stretching demands of the Chris- 
tian faith. If the Psalmist wishes 
it let him live in that large room 
that the Lord has set his feet in 
but this is not for us. After all 
we live in the age of the compact 
car and the super thin television 
set. Space is to be avoided at 
all costs. 

The Campbell-Stone movement 
has been torn deeply by this di- 
lemma contained in the conserva- 
tive-progressive choice. In 1906 
the Churches of Christ were first 
listed as a distinct communion. 
The acceptance of the conserva- 
tive position made this separation 
inevitable and perhaps desirable. 
We could agree on the proposi- 
tion that we must speak where 
the Bible speaks. The division 


of opinion arose over: 
silent where the Bible is silent.” 


“We are 


Many interpreted this phrase 
as a negative prohibition against 
policies and activities that were 
not specifically mentioned in the 
New Testament. Others took a 
positive attitude toward the si- 
lences of the Bible. These were 
the areas where man, under the 
guidance of his Christian experi- 
ence, could exercise his freedom 
to advance the Kingdom. To “be 
still and know that I am God” 
conceives of silence as the fount 
from which the Holy Spirit 
brings forth treasures both new 
and old. 


Now we have many congrega- 
tions somewhere between the 
Churches of Christ and the Dis- 
ciples of Christ which seem to 
be moving toward a decidedly 
conservative emphasis. The reso- 
lution of the tensions between 
the relative importance of the 
old and the new follows much 
the same course that led to the 
separation of the Churches of 
Christ sixty years ago. It was 
this group that placed an ad in 
a Louisville paper at the time of 
t he International Convention 
there, stating the conservative 
position. It was interesting to 
note the use of legal terminology 
in stating the case. The law is 
basically conservative but even 
the law recognizes the necessity 
of dealing with the unforseen by 
providing courts of equity. 

The Disciples of Christ have 
chosen the difficult road of be- 
lieving in the Christ who is both 
conservative and revolutionary. 
Admittedly the position is 
fraught with difficulty and mis- 
understanding. This position de- 
fies logical organizing and it 
shares a perpetual tension factor. 
But we have never been told that 
the path of Christian discipleship 
is an easy one. It will require 
wisdom to preserve the eternal 
values and at the same time, to 
be open to the demands of the 
contemporary situation. But this 
is our task and we must never 
surrender to the passion for ac- 
cepting only those truths that fit 
precisely into a neat package. 
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More and More People 


HE hardest subject to introduce into a discus- 

sion of Christian ethics may be that of the 
population explosion. The Bible doesn’t say any- 
thing about it, so that settles the matter for some 
people. For others, there seems to be an ever- 
increasing number of more immediate problems 
that demand attention, so this one is pushed into 
the future. 


Some of the biblical teachings are universal and 
some of them were applicable for the time in 
which they were first given. For example, it is 
a rare church that considers the admonitions of 
Paul regarding the silence of women in the church 
and the length of their hair to be binding upon 
Christians today. 

Perhaps the commands and promises of God to 
Adam (Genesis 1:28), Noah (Genesis 8:17), 
Abram (Genesis 17:6), and Jacob (Genesis 35:11) 
about being fruitful and multiplying should be un- 
derstood in the light of the time in which they 
were given, also. 

The time has already arrived in many countries 
of the world when the productivity of the soil is 
insufficient to support all the people. If this isn’t 
an ethical question with which Christians should 
be concerned we have forgotten what ethics is. 

It is so hard to get North American Christians 
concerned because we keep thinking of the long 
trips ‘‘to the West” across vast open spaces. If 
we don’t consider the geometric increase of our 
population now, ours is the last generation that 
will remember these spaces as wide as they are 
now. For example, we had 76 million people in 
1900 and we have nearly 180 million now. This 
means that each person has, theoretically, 12.2 
acres to himself instead of the 22.4 acres which 
the 1900 man had. 

Don’t be misled by looking at a population cen- 
ter like Metropolitan New York with her 14 mil- 
lion people. These people survive by virtue of the 
production and business of the whole continent 
and of other nations, for that matter. As Henry 
B. van Loon so rightly says, “To regard familiar 
urban densities as the universal norm for the en- 
tire habitable earth.is not simply an error, there- 
fore; it is a cruel injustice.” (Population Bulletin, 
May, 1961.) 


In other words, if you are imagining that we 
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do not need to consider the population growth 
as an economic factor, much less a question that 
has any religious implications, until Spearfish, 
South Dakota and similar places look like New 
York City, you had better think again. Every 
time a fellow moves into a population center his 
food still has to come from the farm. And every 
time a new child is born in the city, the milk that 
comes in on the early milk truck has to be shared 
with him. It’s that simple. 

Apparently one large segment of the church in- 
tends to continue demanding that we go down 
with the ship. It has spoken on the subject of 
birth control and it is not about to reconsider its 
earlier utterances, regardless of how ridiculous 
they may appear in the light of current knowl- 
edge. 

As God has revealed new knowledge of how 
to save lives and to lengthen the span of life, we 
have in our hands the possibility of keeping so 
many people alive upon the earth that one day 
the capacity to support ourselves will be ex- 
hausted. 

Apparently, Protestants still think, rather gen- 
erally, that birth control is a naughty word, and 
should be practiced but not discussed. It is so 
hard to consider a matter as imminent when it 
will not be critical for a generation or a century. 
So, overpopulation gets classified with the sub- 
jects that can wait. 

God has given us life. He has given us the way 
to preserve and lengthen life. No longer do we 
have to bring a dozen lives into the world to in- 
sure that one will mature and glorify God. We 
do not pretend to be able to think all of God’s 
thoughts after him. This would be blasphemy. 
But it does seem that God would not want us to 
be so irresponsible as to overpopulate his earth 
and destroy ourselves in the immediate eras fol- 
lowing the one in which we first learned how to 
stem the tide of disease which used to guarantee 
that there would be no population explosion. 

Surely, Christians cannot be guilty of mouthing 
the old shibboleth that wars are a good thing be- 
cause they regulate the population periodically. 
Surely, Christians cannot justify haphazard, un- 
planned family life just because we have a few 
more decades of grace. Surely, it must be Chris- 
tian to help prevent starvation from overpopu- 
lation. 
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There is a law in operation 
which begins deep— ° 
that which you sow— 

Is that which you shall reap 


THE PERIL OF UNUSED PEWS 


CCORDING to the Bible, the 

words of which at times are 
hard as birch, some of God’s 
worst trouble has been with 
those who go to church. 

In the temple at Jerusalem, 
where the priests were Hem and 
Haw, Isaiah heard the Lord com- 
plain: You tramplers of my 
law! For the Lord had grown 
quite weary of meaningless 
shenanigans about an altar dim 
where people gathered piously to 
sacrifice ’most everything—ex- 
cept themselves—to him. Look- 
ing into his temple, and into his 
people too, God exclaimed with 
a heart full of longing: Here’s 
what I want you to do! Wash 
your evil from you, cease your 
wickedness; make the good your 
daily food, and defend the fa- 
therless. 

Again, at the village of Naza- 
reth, in a synagogue with 
church-goers filled, God spoke 
through his Son, Christ Jesus, of 
matters which he, himself, willed. 
Yet the people turned from the 
scriptures to hear what their 
own thoughts said: ‘This word 
of God others may follow, but 
with us it will only be read.” 
And from their seats in wrath 
they rose—rabbis, pious pillars 
and all—for their worship was 
ended, their wills unbent; God 
had spoken, but they did not 
agree with him at all. 
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By Paul L. Moore 


According to the Bible, the 
words of which at times are hard 
as birch, some of God’s_ worst 
trouble has been with those who 
go to church. 

God had trouble with church- 
goers then and he has trouble 
with church-goers now, for while 
many love a good show they 
avoid the front row when, con- 
cerning great living, the Lord 
tells them how. In solemn as- 
semblies the religious regularly 
cluster, but only a few will 
muster the courage to say: “I’m 
willing, O God, from evil to part; 
take all of it from me, today!” 
But most of them stick to the 
formal and insist that it is nor- 
mal on Sunday to take time to 
pray, while the rest of the week 
it is their time to seek—not 
God’s, but—their own way. 

God still has problems with 
people who plop themselves in 
the pew, raise their voices in 
song, and with a will that is 
strong pray desperately hard for 
nothing to do! But the Lord 
God grows so weary of meaning- 
less meanderings within his 
House so trim where people 
gather expecting great results— 
not from themselves, but from 
him. 

There is peril for those who 
go to church: the danger that 
they may become a lot less like 
themselves and a lot more like 
God’s Son. 

There is peril, too, for the mul- 
titude who awake on Sunday 


morn without ever the noble 
thought intruding that Jesus 
Christ was born. “To be of no 
church is dangerous,” Samuel 
Johnson once opined, and experi- 
ence shows that religion un- 
practiced slips out of mind, from 
the heart it soars in flight, not 
turning the darkness to daylight 
but noontime into night. An at- 
titude of indifference,’ a staying 
away from the pew, not only 
makes God’s will a casualty but 
oneself a casualty, too! 
Religious ideals continue to be 
the motives which lift the man 
from the sod, putting wings on 
his human nature and bringing 
his whole person closer to God! 
To the farmer harvesting his 
grain and to the miner digging 
sixteen tons, God gives the life- 
time challenge: Follow Christ, 
my Son. To the man in the high- 
est office and to the man in the 
lowest place, God flashes a bold 
reminder: “My children, you are 
one race.” And within each one 
there listens, not a single self but 
a crowd: for there is one of me 
that is humble and another of 
me that is proud; one of 
me that is saddened by my sins 
and another of me that only 
laughs and grins; one of me that 
loves my neighbor true and an- 
other of me that loves no one 
but myself. And in one’s best 
and noblest moments each one 
prays that from this confused 
nature God will set one free, 
guiding each one to decide which 
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one of me is me! 

This is a real danger for one 
who uses not the pew; the peril 
of wrongly deciding about the 
me and about the you. 


I met a man on Sunday and 
this is what he said: I stayed 
away from church today for fear 
of what might be read to resur- 
rect within me something a long 
time dead. I stayed away from 
the church with a_ conscience 
touched with fear that if I should 
obey the word of God it would 
surely cost me dear. I stayed 
away from the church today be- 
cause I am content to be more 
like myself than like the Man 
who died on Calvary. 


According to the evidence, the 
facts which daily accrue, most 
of God’s worst trouble is with 
him who refuses to sit in a pew! 
Carlyle reminds us that ‘‘man al- 
ways worships something,” and 
to something his praises sings; 
and if it is not to God the Fa- 
ther, then to idols his anthems 
will ring. 

There remains an awful hazard 
to those who shun the meeting- 
place of imperfect Christians 
whose hope it is to build with 
faith a righteous, friendly world. 
And while avoiding the church 
on Sunday may seem to some the 
safest thing to do, I dare suggest 
it is more dangerous than facing 
the perils of the pew! 

It is not only theology, but 
sociology and psychology as well, 
which report in vivid detail on 
current spiritual and moral fa- 
talities, souls living now in hell. 
Not a divine-designed place of 
eternal punishment, but a con- 
temporary condition bearing the 
label, “Made in the U.S.A.”; a 
home-produced reality in which 
all of us to some degree are in- 
volved. Broken marriages, shat- 
tered homes, delinquent youth, 
abandoned aged, unwanted ba- 
bies, a pleasure-before-responsi- 
bility attitude, an air of dishon- 
esty-is-the-best-profiting policy, a 
“give me chastity, but not now” 
outlook; all these are the signs 
of our personal and corporate 
breaking of God’s laws. 


What will come of this nation 


AUGUST 6, 1961 





if, with consciences undisturbed 
by the Father’s word, we fail to 
fall to our knees? What will be 
this country’s future if it avails 
itself of no spirit-suture ade- 
quate for binding up its wounds 
with faith and hope and love? 
There is a law in operation, with- 
in us and about, which finds ful- 
fillment in our deeds, begins deep 
in our thoughts: that which you 
sow is that which you shall reap. 

The peril of unused pews! The 
foolish man thinks he can live 
life whole by swallowing his 
secular medications each day 


“Strength 
a 


by James E. Farrell 


IAGARA FALLS is_ host 
N each year to throngs of 
newlyweds from around the 
world. It is called the ‘“Honey- 
moon Capital.” One finds it al- 
most a sacramental experience 
to stand in the mist of the great 
Horseshoe Falls. We _ repeat 
David’s awe and wonder as we 
stand there. “Strength and 
beauty are in his _ sanctuary.” 
Vows are repeated under the 
spell. 

The love of a man for a woman 
is beautiful. It is further en- 
hanced when they are both 
Christian. Christian love is the 
great dayspring of Christian 
family life. 

The Christian family is Amer- 
ica’s most important natural re- 
source. Each member of the 
family has his individual rights. 
However, if these rights within 
the family are isolated or selfish, 
bizarre consequences may de- 
velop. Nazi Germany reduced 
human relations to the level of 
the individual. 


without doctoring his soul with 
God’s heavenly spirit too. 

I met a man on Saturday, and 
this is what he said: I am com- 
ing back to the Father; for I 
have been on a wayward track 
bowing myself to idols until I 
think I am going to crack. The 
burdens of life are heavy, too 
heavy for me alone to bear; but 
when I lifted my voice to my 
idols my false-gods were not 
there! I am coming back to the 
temple, to him only who is true; 
I am coming back with my fam- 
ily to take my place in the pew! 


nd 
Beauty... 


, 


Red China has separated hus- 
bands and wives. They are 
housed in separate barracks and 
children are reared in highly effi- 
cient schools, but Christian love 
is not there. 

The world may not understand 
Christian harmony in family 
life, but it is real. One member 
may not always agree with an- 
other, but when true Christian 
love is the foundation upon 
which it is built, differences are 
resolved. 

In the Christian home... . 


God is worshiped as Father. 

Christ is worshiped as 
Saviour. 

The Holy Spirit is guide to 
wholesome living. 

The Church is the visible 
body of Christ, made up 
of many members, yet one 
in purpose. 

Each member has a distinct 
contribution to make to 
the whole family. 


A Christian home is the sanc- 
tuary of God. Truly, we may 
say of a Christian home, 
“Strength and beauty are in his 
sanctuary.” 
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“Why are you a member of the church?” 
For the same reason | declare . ... 


WHY | AM A MINISTER 


HY are you a minister?” I 

have been asked this ques- 
tion more than any other ques- 
tion in my life. Most persons 
are interested in why men enter 
the church’s ministry because of 
two reasons. One is the minis- 
try is a high and holy calling. 
The other reason is the church 
has surrounded a call to the min- 
istry by so much ‘holy smoke’ 
that it is difficult to see what is 
involved. 

I think churches need to do 
some straight thinking and pray- 
ing about the ministry because 
so many of the men who enter 
the ministry leave it. There is 
a drastic shortage of qualified 
ministers. 

Why am I in the ministry? I 
want to give you three reasons 
and point out to you that these 
are the reasons that you are a 
member of the church. 

You are a member of the 
church and I am a minister be- 
cause of the fellowship of some 
of the finest people in the world, 
church members, because of our 
fellowship with God, and because 
of the calling of Christ and the 
Christian life. The writer of the 
Book of Hebrews stated these 
three reasons when he wrote in 
the Bible, ‘‘Therefore, holy breth- 
ren, who share in a heavenly 
call, consider Jesus, the apostle 
and high priest of our confession. 
He was faithful to him [God] 





Mr. Downs is minister of First 
Christian Church, Midwest City, 
Oklahoma. 
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by John Downs 


who appointed him . 
brews 3:1-2a). 

Living with God and with 
church members, this is a basic 
function of the fellowship of the 
church. The joys and trials of 
this relationship give our lives 
purpose. 

You are a member of the 
church and I am a member and 
minister of the church because 
of our fellowship with God as he 
revealed himself in Jesus Christ. 
Every church member ought to 
know God. Every church mem- 
ber ought to expect his minister 
to know God, but he should not 
expect him to be God. 

The difference between the 
minister and his church members 
is that he has specialized train- 


. - (He- 


ing and responsibilities in the 
church. But in the sight of God 
all of us are priests. Each of 
us looks to our Lord as our ex- 
ample. And every one of us falls 
short of his glory. 

The basic call of God is not 
that of an occupation. The fun- 
damental call of God to each of 
us is to live the Christian life of 
which our work is only a part. 
Christ ought to be our way of 
life regardless of how we make 
our living. Driving a _ truck, 
working as a mother and house- 
wife, employment in an office, 
having a job selling, being a doc- 
tor or lawyer, digging ditches, 
building houses all can be just as 
divine a calling as being a min- 
ister of the church. 


THE UNCOMMON MAN 


Describe them not as common folk. 


There are none. 


There is a divine individuality permeating 


all creation. 


God does not utilize mass production 


or rubber 


stamps. 
Every leaf, fingerprint, voice-tone, pebble 


is different. 


The unique nature of every creature 
defies classification. 

Let each person glory in the knowledge that he is 
unlike all others. 


by Merl B. Grover 


THE CHRISTIAN 


he 
od 


>X- 
lls 


10t 
in- 

of 

of 
ty 

of 
ike 
ck, 
se- 
ice, 
oc- 
les, 

as 
\in- 


AN 


NEWS 


| 





The Church at Large 





2,000 Attend BSA 
Meeting in Detroit 


DETROIT, MicH.—Over 2,400 Scout- 
ers attended the 5lst Annual Meet- 
ing of the National Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America here, June 
2 and 3. Ellsworth Augustus of 
Cleveland, Ohio, president of the 
National Council, presided at the 
sessions. The meeting opened with 
a sensational rocket-propelled cere- 
mony highlighting the theme 
“Strengthen America—Character 
Counts.” 

In one of his addresses Mr. Au- 
gustus asked the question, “What 
then, is the place of Scouting in to- 
day’s America?’ Answering this 
question Mr. Augustus said, “It is 
not to teach a young Cub Scout or 
Boy Scout or Explorer how to track 
down a public enemy and bring him 
to justice or the art of propaganda 
or counterpropaganda or how to 
carry a gun. It is to teach our 
young men in a family atmosphere 
the basic ingredients of citizenship, 
individual self-reliance and courage, 
physical and mental fitness, honor 
and reverence to the end that he 
will use these fundamentals to pro- 
vide our country with a fountain- 
head of strong, patriotic, God-fear- 
ing young men to promote the fu- 
ture strength of America.” 


Conditional Loans 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—Presidents and 
deans of Baptist schools voted here 
to back federal loans to colleges and 
universities, including denomina- 
tional schools, when the loans are 
made “at the going rate of inter- 
x” 

The resolution was passed at a 
meeting of the Southern Associa- 
tion of Baptist Colleges and Schools. 

E. S. James of Dallas, who de- 
livered an address on Church-State 
separation at the recent Southern 
Baptist Convention in St. Louis, was 
asked for his reaction to the reso- 
lution. 

Dr. James, editor of the Baptist 
Standard, said his reaction was 
“rather violent’ and that he con- 
sidered the resolution “ill-advised 
and a disservice to the Baptist peo- 
ple and to this nation.” 

He answered: 


“If they hold this conviction, they 
should have brought it before the 
St. Louis convention. . . . They would 
have easily learned that the vast 
majority of Baptists do not agree.” 
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Council Leader in 
Center of Protest 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—A number of 
large Protestant churches in this 
city have withdrawn from or are 
withholding financial support, from 
the Louisville Area Council of 
Churches in protest against its re- 
tention of N. Burnett Magruder as 
executive director. 

In addition, a few ministers have 
quietly withdrawn from their posi- 
tions on the Council’s committees. 

These disaffiliations represent a 
disagreement with Dr. Magruder’s 
ultra-conservative views and _ his 
membership in the _ controversial 
John Birch Society. 

The executive director declined to 
comment on the Council’s loss of 
support except to acknowledge it 
“is in trouble.” He said funds with- 
held by dissatisfied churches prob- 
ably total $12,000 to $15,000. The 
council, he added, is now about 
$25,000 short of its $60,000 budget. 







To Serve as Honorary 
Head of Proposed Meeting 


Dr. Schweitzer Named 


LONDON—Dr. Albert Schweitzer, 
famed Protestant medical mission- 
ary of Lambarene, French Equato- 
rial Africa, has agreed to serve as 
honorary head of a proposed sum- 
mit conference of religious leaders 
to mobilize the world’s spiritual 
forces for international peace. 

Dr. Schweitzer’s acceptance was 
reported here by Maurice N. Eisen- 
drath, president of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, 
at the 12th International Confer- 
ence of the World Union for Pro- 
gressive Judaism. He also an- 
nounced renewed efforts for the 
summit meeting of the world’s 
major religious faiths, first pro- 
posed in 1959. 

He expects that the proposed meet- 
ing may be held by late 1962 or 
early 1963. He has recommended 
Bombay, India, as a possible site 
for the conference. 


pags ee lads 


r joe 


—RNS Photo 


PRESENT KOREAN REPORT—Wallace C. Merwin, executive secretary of 
the Far Eastern Office, National Council of Churches (far right), looks over 
a copy of a statement prepared by three South Korean religious and civic 
leaders concerning political conditions in that country. Left to right are: 
Kyung-Chik Han, minister of the largest Presbyterian church in Seoul; 
Helen Kim, president of Ewha Women’s Christian University in Seoul; and 
Do Dun Choi, president and publisher of the country’s largest newspaper. 
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Mater et Magistra: 
“Mother and Teacher” 


Pope Issues His 


New Encyclical 


NEw YorK—Pope John XXIII’s 
new encyclical—Mater et Magistra 
(Mother and Teacher)—is an his- 
toric document which Roman Cath- 
olic sociologists expect will exert a 
profound influence on the church’s 
role in social and economic life for 
many years to come. 

The encyclical, 25,000 words in 
length, and said to be the longest 
in papal history, placed the 79-year- 
old pontiff alongside two other mod- 
ern Popes—Leo XIII and Pius XI— 
who have provided their church 
with authoritative moral yardsticks 
by which to evaluate developments 
and problems in a changing social 
world. 

The encyclical, which was also 
given front-page prominence in 
newspapers around the world, con- 
stituted, in effect, an addition, 
framed in the light of new condi- 
tions and tendencies, to Leo XIII’s 
Rerum Novarum, and Pius XI’s 
Quadragesimo Anno, the first issued 
in 1891 and the second in 1931. 

Two of the strongest emphases 
of Mater et Magistra were the need 
for cooperation between the pros- 
perous and underdeveloped coun- 
tries and the crisis confronting agri- 
cultural life in many areas. It re- 
affirmed the church’s traditional 
stand on the rights of private prop- 
erty, as well as on the payment of 
just wages to workers. In addi- 
tion it urged that workers be al- 
lowed to buy shares in their em- 
ployers’ enterprises, assailed birth 
control as a solution for over-popu- 
lation, warned against excessive 
participation of the state in eco- 
nomic fields, and gave conditional 
approval to socialization. 


Receives Valuable Rating 


BERLIN—“Question Seven,” an 
American Lutheran motion picture 
dealing with life in Communist East 
Germany, has received a “specially 
valuable” rating from the National 
Film Evaluation Center at Wies- 
baden which exempts it from West 
Germany’s 20 per cent entertain- 
ment tax at the box office. 

Depicted in the film are the ex- 
periences of a Lutheran minister 
serving an East German parish 
whose former pastor was impris- 
oned by the Reds for alleged anti- 
State activities. Also dramatized is 
the spiritual struggle of the clergy- 
man’s young son. 


12 (1004) 





—RNS Photo 


MISS RUTH EARLY, who for 15 
years has worked with the Brethren 
Service Commission, has been 
named associate executive secretary 
of the National Service Board for 
Religious Objectors in Washington, 
D. C. She is the first woman ever 
to hold an executive position with 
the agency which was established 
in 1940 by more than 40 Protestant 
denominations as a liaison organi- 
zation between Selective Service 
and Churches. 


Budget of $4 Million 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—Billy 
Graham disclosed at a civit lunch- 
eon here that the evangelistic as- 
sociation which bears his name is 
a four million dollar a year opera- 
tion. 

Most of the association’s four mil- 
lion dollar budget, Dr. Graham said, 
goes for purchasing radio and tele- 
vision time and to finance the maga- 
zine, Decision, which the association 
recently started. 

Dr. Graham is paid a salary by 
the association and this is his only 
income outside of books and articles 
he writes. 


Seeks WC Membership 


GENEvA—The Romanian Orthodox 
Church will apply for membership 
in the World Council of Churches, 
it was announced here by Metro- 
politan Justin of Moldavia, speak- 
ing on behalf of Patriarch Justi- 
nian, supreme leader of the church. 

Speaking on behalf of Patriarch 


Cyril, head of the Bulgarian 
Church, Metropolitan Joseph as- 
sured the World Council of his 


Church’s “warm feelings of friend- 
ship and confidence.” He said the 
Bulgarian Church will send observ- 
ers to the WCC’s Assembly in New 
Delhi. 








National Assembly of 
United Church Women 


MIAMI BEACH, FLA.—The signifi- 
cance of the world-wide church in 
the lives of America’s 12 million 
church women during this period 
of international tensions and revo- 
lutions will engage the Ninth Na- 
tional Assembly of United Church 
Women. 

The four-day sessions will bring 
to this city some 3,000 church wom- 
en from all over the United States, 
Oct. 9-12. 

Among outstanding speakers are: 
Henry P. Van Dusen, president, 
Union Theological Seminary, New 
York; Mrs. Esther Peterson, Wash- 
ington, D. C., director, Women’s 
Bureau, U. S. Department of Labor; 
Mrs. Harper Sibley, Rochester, N. 
Y., a leading churchwoman and 
former president of UCW; Eugene 
A. Nida, New York, Secretary for 
Translations, American Bible So- 
ciety; and J. Irwin Miller, Colum- 
bus, Ind., industrialist and presi- 
dent, National Council of Churches. 


Ask More Money 


For Parochial Schools 


LONDON, ONT.—A petition asking 
a larger share of taxes and grants 
for Ontario parochial schools was 
presented here to Ontario’s Educa- 
tion Minister, John P. Robarts, on 
behalf of several separate school 
boards in the province. 

The Canadian constitution guaran- 
tees Roman Catholics their own 
school system with government sup- 
port. Roman Catholic parents have 
the right to list themselves as sepa- 
rate school supporters, which means 
that their tax money goes to the 
support of church schools. How- 
ever, many parents do not list them- 
selves in this way. 

The statement said that in 1950- 
51, public non-sectarian schools re- 
ceived $152 per child from local 
taxes, while Roman Catholic schools 
got $60. In 1959-60, it pointed out, 
public schools received $234 per 
pupil and parochial schools, $81. 


Church Construction 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Church con- 
struction totaled $84,000,000 during 
June, the Department of Commerce 
reported here, equaling a record for 
the month established last year. 

The department said present in- 
dications are that $1,025,000,000 
worth of new construction will be 
undertaken ‘by churches in 1961. 
Original forecasts for 1961 had been 
$50,000,000 higher. 
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Major Item at New Delhi churches of the Anglican, Orthodox, 
c Old Catholic and Protestant confes- 
Assembly in November sions representing a large majority 
WCC-IMC Mer er of the world’s non-Roman Catholic 
G Christians carry on _ cooperative 
nifi- GENEVA, SWITZERLAND—A major work. 
» in step forward in the search for Its immediate practical effect will 
lion Christian unity is expected to be be to integrate the work of the 
riod taken in the opening session of the IMC’s 35 national Christian councils 
2v0- Third Assembly of the World Coun- 2nd national missionary councils 
Na- cil of Churches, November 18—De- into the organizational framework 
irch cember 6, in New Delhi, India. of the World Council as the Divi- 
: j The Auembty theme ti “Sibu “a a World Mission and Evan- 
oa Christ, the Light of the World.” ; 
The action will come when dele- . : 
_ gates of the WCC’s 176 member The Sin of Obesity 
are: churches are asked to approve plans NEW MARKET, VA.—Overweight is 
ent for the integration of the World becoming such a health hazard that 
Sew Council and the International Mis- Christians who believe in maintain- 
ash- sionary Council. The required ma-_ ing a healthy body as a principle 
en’s jority of the IMC’s member coun-_ of their religion may have to be as 
bor: cils have already approved integra- concerned ae it as —- = ene —RNS Photo 
tion. the use of narcotics an armfu 
a The historic event will unite into stimulants. ; a piece pa 
ene one organization the two main bod- This warning was given to 4,000 constitutional law, has been named 
for ies through which the | search for Seventh-day Adventists from Wash- the second president of the Japan 
So- unity has been crystallized in this ington, D. C., Virginia, and Mary-  [nternational Christian University at 
um- generation. The International Mis- land attending a regional meeting Mitaka. Effective in September he 
esi- sionary Council issued from the fa- here. Dr. H. J. Weber of Port Re- will succeed Dr. Hachiro Yuasa, who 
je mous Edinburgh Conference of 1910. public, Md. a former missionary will retire. Dr. Ukai, prior to his 
E The World Council of Churches surgeon in Puerto Rico, said “Amer- appointment, was professor of pub- 
came into being in 1948. icans eat too much... . The farther _li¢ law at Tokyo University and di- 
The long-range effect of the ac- a tape measure reaches around your rector of its Social Science Institute. 
tion will be an intensification of the middle, the greater your chances 
concern for the church’s missionary of becoming a vital statistic. It is Anti-R. Catholicism? 
<ing task in the program of the World’ clear that obesity reduces the life 5 ie 
ants Council through which member _ span.” NEw YorK—Christianity and 
wee Crisis, bi-weekly Protestant journal 
atte iy] of opinion, has asked leaders of 
“ ah _ Protestants and Other Americans 
ond wae * ‘United for the Separation of Church 
lity » ex Fg i : and State (POAU) to halt what it 
ran- i ie > re called “blatant anti-Catholicism.” 
own << / P24 In its June 26 issue, the maga- 
sup- Sey . zine, edited by leading Protestant 
1ave b He : theologians, suggested that ‘“Prot- 
epa- P estants have an obligation to ex- 
-ans amine statements made in their 
the name by POAU with a great deal 
low- of care.” 
em- “We have always felt the need 
for a religious equivalent of the 
950- American Civil Liberties Union, an 
re- organization that would be a care- 
ocal ful ‘watchdog’ in matters of Church 
ools and State and religious liberty,” the 
out, editorial stated. 
per | “We still feel this,” said Chris- 
ia tianity and Crisis, “but we have in- 
creasing doubts about the ability 
of POAU to fill this need. 
con- one 
onl To NCC Position 
erce 5m NEw YorK—Robert C. Dodds, of 
for f "=. Waterbury, Conn., is the newly ap- 
Pe ; —RNS Photo pointed general director of planning 
in- 2 , 
000 AN ELDERLY MEMBER of the Sierra Vista Methodist Church, Fresno, Calif, °F, (ne National Council of Churches, 
| be hears her pastor’s voice as two boy scouts play a tape-recorded Sunday Dodd will dieie Y 
961. | sermon for her. The recorder is set up in the church when its pastor, ‘ odds “a oad ao ih tae 
am | Donal Fado, delivers a sermon to his congregation. Then it is distributed Panning and study by the member 


communions of the NCC. 


and played back for shut-ins in hospitals and homes. 
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Resolutions in India 
On Prejudice, Unity 


New DELHI, I NDI A—Resolutions 
urging a united effort to combat 
religious prejudice and promote na- 
tional unity were adopted at a con- 
vention here attended by 600 promi- 
nent leaders of the country’s 42,- 
000,000 Moslems. 

The appeal was directed espe- 
cially to India’s Hindu population, 
which outnumbers Moslems _ by 
nearly nine to one. The convention 
also was attended by some Hindus 
who stressed that communal har- 
mony was essential for the coun- 
try’s economic development. 

Presiding at the conference was 
72-year-old Dr. Syed Mahmud, a 
close friend of Mr. Nehru, who said 
the Moslems were wary of the day 
“when, God forbid, Nehru is no 
more.” 


One Leader Urges Unity 
Talks With Disciples 


Baptist Reorganization 


PORTLAND, ORE.—A reorganization 
plan which will tighten the control 
of the American Baptist Conven- 
tion’s General Council over policy 
and planning was adopted by more 
than 4,000 delegates at the denomi- 
nation’s annual meeting here. 

The new by-laws will weld the 
separate boards and societies into 
agencies of the council under its 
leadership. 


Delegates were asked to start 
procedures for possible merger with 
Disciples of Christ, National Baptist 
Convention, and the Church of the 
Brethren by M. Forest Ashbrook, 
outgoing executive director of the 
ABC’s Ministers’ and Missionaries’ 
Benefit Board. 


Dr. Ashbrook made the proposal 
at the Ministers’ and Missionaries’ 
luncheon where he was honored on 
his retirement as executive direc- 
tor. 


For Methodism in U.S. 
200th Anniversary 


WESTMINSTER, MpD.—The Method- 
ist Baltimore Conference voted here 
to observe what it considers to be 
the 200th anniversary of Method- 
ism in the United States with a 
month-long series of celebrations 
beginning Christmas Week, 1962. 

The 18th century arrival in Amer- 
ica of Robert Strawbridge, an Irish- 
born evangelist, is the focal point 
of the observance. He is believed 
by conference authorities to have 
come to Maryland in the winter of 
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1762-63, bringing with him the new 
methods of preaclfing and Christian 
discipline advocated by Charles 
Wesley (founder of Methodism) in 
the Church of England. 


Peace Corps Chief 
Lays Down the Rules 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Nations that 
practice racial and religious dis- 
crimination will not receive aid or 
projects from the Peace Corps, R. 
Sargent Shriver, corps director, told 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee here. . 

He specifically pointed out that 
Arab countries will not get assist- 
ance if they insist on excluding 
Jews as volunteers. 

The director also said that those 
religious organizations which con- 
tract with the Peace Corps to pro- 
vide services overseas must agree 
to a principle of permitting “no re- 
ligious proselytizing or propagandiz- 
ing.” 

Under questioning by Sen. Albert 
Gore (D.-Tenn.) Mr. Shriver said he 
would not sign contracts with reli- 
gious organizations which confined 
their recruiting to personnel of the 
sponsoring organization. 


Mr. Shriver defended contractual 
arrangements with church organi- 
zations engaged in medical, educa- 
tional, and agricultural projects 
overseas. He said the Peace Corps 
has much to gain from the experi- 
ence of private organizations. 


{Such church-Peace Corps con- 
tracts have been opposed by repre- 
sentative groups of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
and the United Lutheran Church in 
America, and by the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis and the 
American Jewish Congress.] 


Ground Broken in Geneva 
for World Council Building 


GENEvVA—Former Presiding Bishop 
Henry Knox Sherrill of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in the U.S., 


a co-president of the World Coun-- 


cil of Churches, turned the first 
symbolic spadeful of earth to break 
ground for the agency’s new §$2,- 
500,000 headquarters here. 

Presiding at the ceremonies was 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New 
York, president of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America and 
chairman of the WCC’s policy-mak- 
ing Central Committee. 

Funds for the couneil’s headquar- 
ters were raised by the WCC’s 176 
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
constituents and through special 
appeals in several countries. 








Archeological Evidence 


About Pontius Pilate 


JERUSALEM—The first physical 
evidence of Pontius Pilate, the Ro- 
man Procurator of Judea who de- 
livered Christ to be crucified, has 
been reported discovered on a stone 
near Caesarea about ten miles south 
of Haifa. 

The discovery was announced by 
Professor Antonio Frova, director 
of the antiquities department of 
northern Italy, who said a Univer- 
sity of Milan archeological expedi- 
tion came across it in the ruins of 
a Roman amphitheater. 

He said the name of the Roman 
procurator was found on a stone 
measuring 31 by 23 inches. Three 
lines had been carved on the stone. 
The first line said “Tiberium” the 
second said “Pontius Pilate.” The 
third line has not been deciphered. 

According to archeological and 
Biblical scholars, this is the first 
evidence to be found of the official 
whose name had been known only 
through the Gospels and the writ- 
ings of Josephus Flavious, 


Civil War Centennial 
Continues Under Fire 


Against Celebration 


New YorK—Calling the present 
observance “a blasphemy and a dis- 
grace,” the president of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis sug- 
gested here that the Civil War Cen- 
tennial be rededicated to elimina- 
tion of “official, legalized discrimi- 
nation before the observance ends 
in 1965.” 

Rabbi Bernard J. Bamberger 
charged that “the war was in vain, 
the celebration is a blasphemy and 
a disgrace, if a century later the 
Negro’s right to full equality may 
still be limited by prejudice en- 
acted into law or perpetuated by 
custom.” 

Speaking before the opening ses- 
sion of the conference’s annual con- 
vention, he said the observance to 
date has been “a kind of pageant, 
glorifying a romantic episode, in so 
carefully balanced a way that no 
one’s sensibilities shall be ruffled.” 


Lutheran Unity Step 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN .—Delegates 
to the annual conference of the 
Lutheran Free Church voted 406 to 
163 here in favor of union negotia- 
tions with the American Lutheran 
Church. 

They authorized a _ referendum 
among the Church’s 341 congrega- 
tions Sept. 15 to Nov. 15 to deter- 
mine if they, too, now favor merger. 
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Just Among Us Lay Folks 







HIS title may sound a bit 

facetious and so let it be. Re- 
minding us of the small fry who 
offered to be mother’s helper 
when she started to pass cakes 
and candies. Or the sixteen-year- 
old youth who would be father’s 
helper and drive the family car. 


Some of us may be a bit naive 
and childish in proffering to the 
pastor our services “in an advi- 
sory capacity” or as substitute 
on the church bowling team. 


Perhaps we need to rethink our 
relationship. The church is one. 
No common or preferred mem- 
bership. We call a pastor be- 
cause by training, character and 
dedication of time and purpose 
he is best able to lead us. It 
would seem then that we can 
best help him by following his 
leadership, not blindly but ear- 
nestly and consistently. 


The ministry, as a profession, 
is complex and demanding. Wed- 
dings and funerals take no end 
of time and energy. Hospitals 
and nursing homes are scattered 
even beyond county lines. Coun- 
seling is an ever expanding need, 
consuming patience and emo- 
tional resources. As administra- 
tor of a modern functional 
church a minister must be adept 
at finance, maintenance, person- 
nel, promotion, salesmanship and 
diplomacy. 

Then of course we expect our 
pastor every Lord’s Day morning 
to preach a prophetic sermon 
that will resolve our current 
problems at home and abroad, 
and revive our flagging spirits. 


If occasionally the sermon 
seems to come from notes hastily 
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by Carl R. Brown 


Pastor's Little Helpers 


scribbled late Saturday evening 
it may be that we have allowed 
and encouraged him to attempt 
the impossible and he _ sorely 
needs our help. 

Here are some random sug- 
gestions as to how we may be 
the Pastor’s Helpers: 


@ Use him where his abilities 
will count for the most. He may 
volunteer to drive a load to con- 
ference or to mash the potatoes, 
but others can do this just as 
well. 


@ New members, prospects, the 
sick and troubled need his atten- 
tion but the rest of us can re- 
lease our portion of his time for 
visitations more needed. 


@ All class and social groups 
should free the pastor of obliga- 
tion to attend except on special 
occasions or of his choosing. If 
we would pay our pastors on an 
hourly basis we would cut down 
our demands on his time appre- 
ciably. 


@ Provide free time for study, 
and sermonizing. If I were pas- 
tor I would post a notice “No In- 
terruptions” for certain hours 
except for emergencies. Of 
course after I had lost several 
pastorates for not answering my 
phone or my study door, I might 
relent, but the idea is good and 
as lay members we might give 
it support. 


@ Blessed is the pastor who 
never makes mistakes and of 
whom no evil is spoken. As 
helpers by prompt Christian re- 
sponse to complaints we can 


often save the day, alleviating 
irritations and correcting misun- 
derstandings. 


@ The Lord’s Day service is a 
cooperative venture of pastor 
and laity. Before the service we 
can protect him from irritations 
and distractions. In and during 
the worship we can contribute 
immeasurably by our reverence 
and attention. After the bene- 
diction the pastor should be free 
to greet newcomers and return- 
ing friends spared from harass- 
ment and bothersome details. 


@ Some ministers can blow their 
own horns well but usually it 
takes on a rather hollow note. 
We as helpers can do a better 
job. When a congregation goes 
about their daily tasks chanting 
“Our pastor is a great leader,” 
“You should come and hear our 
preacher,” then something is 
bound to happen. 

We talk up our congressman, 
our car, our supermarket. Why 
not our church and pastor? 


@ With all his devotion and self- 
lessness the pastor is also hu- 
man. He deserves our expres- 
sions of approval and praise. 
This along with his spiritual 
recompense is his payoff if not 
his incentive. 

Anniversaries can be made 
milestones of progress and op- 
portunities for public recogni- 
tion. 


@ Many other ways of serving 
as Pastor’s Helpers could be sug- 
gested, introducing him to 
friends, sponsoring him in vari- 
ous groups and occasions, shar- 
ing civic and social events with 
his family. 


Please do not infer from these 
remarks that our pastors sense 
any need of special attention. 
From what I know of them they 
are a pretty hardy, vigorous lot 
and competent to take care of 
themselves. It is rather selfish 
on our part, but how better can 
we help ourselves and the church 
we love than by being: 

Pastor’s Helper—Big or Little 
—as the case may be. 
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Mark: Making Good After Failure 


“Where the Scriptures Speak ...” _ by the Baitor 





NE does not always have to 
succeed in the first job he 
has, in order to be a success in 


life. I am not convinced by the 
texts given us for study today 
that Mark was a failure the first 
time but, in any case, it is quite 
evident that he was a success 
later in life. 

One fact is quite clear. Mark 
did start out on a missionary 
trip and left the party and re- 
turned to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13). 
It is also fairly certain that there 
was some personal choice made 
by Mark. That is to say, he did 
not simply go back home because 
he had to do so through circum- 
stances beyond his control. The 
phrase “had not gone with them 
to the work” (15:38) seems to 
indicate a voluntary refusal on 
his part. The verb “withdrawn” 
is used. 

A difficult situation was han- 
dled and all animosities were 
forgotten, according to later 
events. It is a terrible thing to 
let one disagreement spoil Chris- 
tian fellowship for the rest of 
life, but this is the way some 
people operate in the church to- 
day. 

Saul and Barnabas were the 
first missionary team. The 
church in Antioch sent them out. 
Today’s lesson. finds them back 
in Antioch after they had taken 
up a collection for the brethren 
in Jerusalem and had gone there 
to deliver it (12:25). On this 
return trip they brought with 
them “John whose other name 
was Mark.” 

Once more they went out to 
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preach. They were “sent out by 
the Holy Spirit” (13:4). As you 
know, if you read the Letters 
page in this journal, there is an 
ever-present interest about the 
nature of the Holy Spirit. Some- 
how, we have not quite felt as 
certain about him as we have 
about God and Jesus Christ. I 
was quite surprised to get a let- 
ter recently in which the writer 
said that nowhere in the New 
Testament is the Holy Spirit con- 
sidered a personal being. If the 
Holy Spirit is an impersonal 
idea, or the result of the action 
of another person like the Father 
or the Son, how could this ‘im- 
personal result’ send out Saul 
and Barnabas? 

As usual they preached at 
synagogues and wherever they 
could. “They had John to assist 


them” (verse 5). This means 
John Mark, of course. We are 
not given any indication at all 
in what way Mark assisted the 
missionaries. I don’t see any 
value in speculating about it. 
Whether he worked with the ar- 
rangements, with travel plans, 
or whether he preached is beside 
the point. He was a member of 
the team. 

At this point we are told that 
the company went to Perga and 
that “John left them and re- 
turned to Jerusalem’”’ (verse 13). 
Once more Barnabas and Saul 
were back in Antioch, the home 
church which sent them out in 
the first place. Paul (notice that 
he is called Paul now) proposed 
that they go back and visit the 
brethren every place they had 
preached ‘and see how they are” 


INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSON FOR AUGUST 13, 1961 


The Scripture 


Acts 12:25 
25 And Barnabas and Saul re- 


13:4-5 


4 So, being sent out by the Holy 
ba aris ‘they went down to Seleucia; 


prus. 5 they at Sal- 
amis, they proclaimed the word of 
in the synagogues of the Jews. 


where we proclaimed the word of 
the Lord, and see how they are.” 
37, And Barnabas wanted to take 
with them John called Mark. 38 But 
Paul thought best not to take with 

one who had withdrawn from 
them in Pamphylia, and had not 
gone with them to the work. 39 And 
there arose a sharp contention, so 
that they separated from each 
other; Barnabas took Mark with him 
and sailed away to Cyprus. 


Colossians 4:10 


10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner 
greets you, and Mark the cousin of 
Barnabas (concerning whom you 
have received instructions—if he 
comes to you, receive him). 


2 Timothy 4:11b 
Get Mark and bring him with 
; for he is very useful in serv- 
me, i 
1 Peter 5:13 


13 She who is at Babylon, who 
likewise chosen, sends you greet- 
and so does my son Mark. 


ai. 
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(50:36). They must have looked 
forward to such a trip with 
great joy. 

Barnabas wanted to take Mark 
along. Paul disagreed (verse 
38). This disagreement resulted 
in “a sharp contention” (verse 
39) which led to a separation 
between the two pioneer mission- 
aries. I believe this is the last 
we hear of Barnabas in The Acts. 
He took Mark with him and 
sailed away to Cyprus. 

This is not the last we hear 
of Mark. After some years of 
hard labor for the Lord, Paul 
was found in prison in Rome. He 
spent part of his time writing 
letters to the churches, four of 
which we have in the New Testa- 
ment. One of these is the letter 
to the church at Colossae. The 
greetings in the letter come from 
others besides Paul, including 


“Mark the cousin of Barnabas” 
(Col. 4:10). 

This relation must have had 
some influence on Barnabas as 
he stood by Mark after his first 
separation from the missionary 
team. Now he seems to be com- 
pletely in fellowship with Paul. 
He is not a prisoner so he is free 
to come and go. Paul tells the 
church to receive him if he 
comes. 

A further indication that Paul 
is on friendly terms with Mark 
is given in a letter to Timothy 
(2 Timothy 4:11) in which he 
tells Timothy to bring Mark with 
him “for he is very useful in 
serving me.”’ Paul seems to have 
had a certain amount of freedom 
during his imprisonment in Rome 
and was able to continue some 
of his religious work. This must 
have been the work in which he 


Meaning for Today 


OHN MARK was a member of 
J a home where the message of 
Jesus Christ was known. In fact, 
there is tradition to the effect 
that John Mark’s Jerusalem 
home was the headquarters for 
the early Church and the site 
of the Upper Room. 

Certainly the events that tran- 
spired in that home had a great 
influence upon John Mark. Sur- 
rounded by the early followers 
of Christ, and filled with the love 
they knew to be real, John Mark 
went forth to become a faithful 
witness to the Christian gospel 
and a devoted servant to our 
Lord. 

Decisions had to be made in 
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By Ross M. Willis 


this tremendous effort of telling 
the Good News to the whole 
world by a handful of people, and 
because these decisions affected 
the lives of persons in the fel- 
lowship of the Church, they be- 
came personal. Sometimes they 
were not fully understood by 
people set afire with a passion to 
tell others about Christ. 

The beauty of the fellowship 
of the early Church is that all 
its followers were so filled with 
the love of Christ that the diffi- 
cult personal decisions that had 
to be made did not sever their 
relations with one another. For 
Paul, the one who had earlier 
refused to take John Mark with 


felt Mark would be useful. 

The final reference is another 
greeting from another writer (1 
Peter 5:13). Here greetings sent 
from the Christians “at Baby- 
lon,” obviously Rome, include 
those from “my son Mark.” We 
might say that this is the ulti- 
mate reference to the fact that 
Mark had become a full member 
of the church’s ministry so that 
he could be referred to as a son 
by an older writer. 

Of course we must not over- 
look the great evidence for 
Mark’s ministry in providing us 
with the oldest of the Gospels. 
Tradition says that he received 
his information from Peter. He 
must have experienced enough of 
the presence of Christ in his life 
to have been anxious to set down 
the story of his Lord. Mark 
made good. 


him, writes to Timothy, ‘Get 
Mark and bring him with you; 
for he is very useful in serving 
me.” 

What a_=e great stride the 
Church of today could take if 
those of its fellowship would 
realize these two great truths 
brought forth in the life of John 
Mark. First, inclusion in the 
fellowship of God’s people does 
not always protect us from fac- 
ing the most difficult decisions 
and times. We do not become 
Christians because life will be 
easier that way. Quite to the 
contrary, Christianity often con- 
fronts us with gigantic decisions 
others never face. And second, 
those in the fellowship of the 
Church ought to be able to have 
personal disagreements over the 
Church’s witness without main- 
taining a lasting grudge. A 
church that is still celebrating an 
old feud of twenty years ago just 
isn’t composed of followers who 
are filled with the love of Christ. 
In spite of a disagreement over 
Mark with Barnabas, Paul loved 
Mark and recognized his good- 
ness. We are all useful to Christ 
if we submit our lives to his love. 
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by Florence King 


“Look out, don’t drop ’em....” 

“Oh, I’m sorry. I’ve got them 
now. Tokens, please.” 

“My, that’s quite a heavy load 
of books you’ve got there.” 

The girl turned around to the 
elderly lady next to her who had 
spoken. She was surprised to 
see such a pleasant smile and 
friendly manner in a stranger on 
a bus. Usually the mornings 
were populated by grim-faced 
and harried people frowning into 
their newspapers. She smiled 
back and the lady started talk- 
ing with her. 

“Are you going shopping?” 
asked the girl. 

“No, I don’t need anything. I 
just like to come downtown and 
see the people and watch them 
buying things.” 

They talked on for a few 
blocks, until the bus came to the 
business and shopping district, 
where the lady got off. When 
the bus pulled away, she looked 
back and waved at the girl in the 
window. 

They had been sitting near the 
driver, who had heard their con- 
versation, and, as the crowds 
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thinned out after reaching the 
big downtown stops, he, too, 
started talking to the girl. 

“You know,” he said, ‘she 
rides with me a lot, and I’ve 
sorta gotten to know her. That’s 
not hard to do—she’s one of the 
friendliest people I ever saw. 

“T got to talking with her one 
day, and she told me a story 
about the big depression. I was 
so interested in it I almost hit 
a cop at Tenth Street. 

“Seems her husband was in 
the service all his life, so he 
didn’t get hit so hard when the 
crash came. They were living 
in a small suburb in the Mid- 
west, and lots of other people 
there lost their jobs and every- 
thing. The old gal must have 
been the same way then as she is 
now, ’cause she told me that it 
hurt her to see folks so bad off, 
some of them not even getting 
enough to eat. 

“She knew that people 
wouldn’t take handouts, especial- 
ly of food, so she went and 
figured out a way to help them 
without hurting their pride. She 
had a big house that had a 


closed-in side porch that came 
out from the main part of the 
house so that it was almost pri- 
vate. 

“Every day she put out plates 
and knives and forks, and some 
kind of meat and vegetables, plus 
extra things like milk and eggs 
in a little refrigerator she put in. 
She had a table ready to eat off 
of, cloth, napkins and all. 

“So that she could let people 
know about this without telling 
them or embarrassing them, her 
husband made a sign for her to 
put in the porch window, saying 
that a dinner would be fixed ev- 
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ery day that could be eaten in 
private on that porch. There 
wouldn’t be anybody coming 
from the house to see who was 
there. The sign said to just 
leave the dishes when they fin- 
ished, and to take anything ex- 
tra they needed from the icebox. 

“A few days later,” said the 
driver, “they started to find some 
dirty dishes. Every day for 
months there would be two 
plates, two cups, and two sets of 
silver. They never knew who it 
was, and they kept their bargain 
by not trying to find out. 

“For a long time, the two peo- 
ple just ate dinner—they didn’t 
take anything from the icebox. 
This bothered the old lady, be- 
cause she knew they must’ve 
needed more. After awhile, 
though, right after Christmas, 
she noticed that two quarts of 
milk were missing every day, 
and that made her feel better.” 

The driver paused and glanced 
at the girl. She was listening 
very attentively, and he was flat- 
tered. He loved to talk, and his 
job required that he say the 
same things about tokens and 
change and streets over and over 
to hundreds of people each day. 
He enjoyed this last part of this 
run, because the crowds thinned 
out and sometimes there were 
just two or three people on the 
bus—like today. The one who 
sat in the seat behind him usu- 
ally got to listen to him when 
he was in an expansive mood. 
Sometimes it was a busy execu- 
tive on his way to the office, 
fuming because he was distracted 
from the important papers in his 
brief case. But today it was a 
very pretty girl who was hang- 
ing on to every word he said, 
and under such rapt feminine at- 
tention he grew more talkative. 

“She said she never did find 
out who the two people were, 
but one day the dirty dishes 
weren’t there any more, and that 
was that. But she sure is a nice 
lady. I wish there was more like 
her—I wouldn’t have high blood 
pressure,” he laughed. 

The end of the line was ap- 
proaching and the girl got off in 
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front of a house which had a 
sign on the lawn—‘“Edward Bu- 
chanan, M.D.” She smiled at the 
driver and said goodbye. He no- 
ticed that there were tears in her 
eyes and figured that he had 
moved her with the touching lit- 
tle story he had told so well. He 
was right, but he didn’t know the 
whole story. 

Her father had told the same 
story at their New Year’s Eve 
party, which doubled as an eight- 
eenth birthday party for her. It 
was one of his favorites, and he 
told it even more readily when 


he had a large, festive audience 
like this one. It always went 
over well, no matter how often 
you heard it, and Emily had 
heard it since she was a little 
girl. Her father always said he 
didn’t know how he would have 
gotten through that Midwestern 
medical school in the middle of 
the depression with Mother ex- 
pecting a baby around Christ- 
mas, of all times, if it hadn’t 
been for that grand old lady in 
the little suburban town who left 
dinner for them on her side 
porch every night. 


HEAR MY PLEAS 


The sky is like an angel, guiding me day and night, with each little star 


saying a special prayer for me. 


The moon, so pure and clean, “My God's power whom no man may 


hope to achieve . 


. . throughout eternity." 


The galaxy, St. Peter, and all the rest who have earned their place aside 


God's breast. 


And, as | look down on earth's huge chest, | feel a strange awe; | never 
can explain, as | don't rightfully know myself. 


| sense my God in everything . . . the leaves, trees, flowers, summer, fall, 


winter, spring. 


| hear his pleas crying in the wind, ‘| was lonely and | created you; you 
were hungry and | fed you; you were naked and | clothed you; you were 


lost and | led you. 


“Are you now to turn your backs upon me?" 


| hear Gabriel's horn in the rippling of the wind, St. Peter's prayers in 


the swaying of the trees; 


And in the gentle rushing of the brook, a mighty host of angels singing 
praises to God Almighty on high. 


In the pitter-patter of our little children's feet, an innocence so pure and 


clean. ... 


“Oh, my God, how | wish | were again.” ... 


And when evening comes once more, | look back over the precious 
day that our lives have just lost, and I'll ask my God over and over 


again.... 


“Was it worth it, Oh, Lord? .. . Did we win our goal? .. . Or did we 


waste another day?” .. . 


by Linda Mae Pierson 


Norris Road Christian Church CYF 
Bakersfield, Calif. 
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Council on Christian Unity 
Expresses Satisfaction Over 
Move Toward Union Talks 


Christian Churches and 
United Church of Christ 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The Council 
on Christian Unity of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) ex- 
pressed its satisfaction over a move 
that will enable the new United 
Church of Christ to enter conversa- 
tions looking toward possible union 
of the two churches. 

A statement was issued here by 
the Council after the Third General 
Synod of the United Church of 
Christ, meeting in Philadelphia, Pa., 
adopted a resolution directing its 
Commission on Christian Unity and 
Ecumenical Study and Service to be- 
gin conversations on union with the 
Disciples of Christ. 

William Jackson Jarman . of 
Champaign, IIl., president of the 
Council on Christian Unity, and 
George G. Beazley, Jr., executive 
secretary of the agency which main- 
tains offices here, said a represent- 
ative committee stands ready to 
start the talks in September. 

During the past 14 years, as- 
semblies of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches (Dis- 
ciples of Christ) have repeatedly 
authorized the Council on Christian 
Unity to be ready to participate in 
discussions that could lead to union 
with the emerging United Church 
of Christ. 

In their formal response to the 
resolution, Jarman and _ Beazley 
said: 

“It is our profound hope that 
these conversations will enable these 
two portions of the Body of Christ 
to understand and to make one the 
historical streams which lie behind 
them and in which they partake, 
to the mutual enrichment of all of 
those who are members of either 
heritage.” 


School of the Ministry 


MILLIGAN COLLEGE, TENN.—The 
annual School of the Ministry will 
be held here on the campus of Mil- 
ligan College Aug. 14-18. The school 
has been planned to include the 
whole family with a daily youth 
program and VBS for children. 

Registrations should be sent to 


Orvel Crowder, Milligan College, 
Tenn. 
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Christmount Institute 


BLacK MOUNTAIN, N. C.—The an- 
nual Ministers’ Institute held near 
here at Christmount will be Aug. 
14-24 this year. 

The purpose of the institute is to 
provide ministers of the Christian 
Churches with an opportunity for 
both formal and informal study and 
discussion of Christian principles 
and resources, consideration of 
multiple problems encountered by 
ministers and the Church’s involve- 
ment in the forces now trying to 
shape the world. 

Classes will be held each morning, 
informal discussion during the after- 
noons and lectures given each eve- 
ning. 


@ AzusA, CALIF.—Francis' Barnes, 
convention representative of the 
Christian Board of Publication, was 
the guest speaker here at First 
Christian Church at the time of the 
Southern California Convention of 
Christian Churches. 


@ Sturcis, Ky.—D. H. Sharp has 
resigned as minister of First Chris- 
tian Church here to enter the evan- 
gelistic field. He will make his 
home in Columbus, Ind., at 2008 
California St. 





Tucson Site of the 


Arizona Convention 


Tucson, ArRIz.—The annual Con- 
vention of Christian Churches met 
in session here at First Christian 
Church with a total of 744 registra- 
tions. 

Theme of the convention was 
“Decision Determines Destiny.” 

The closing address was given by 
Miss Elsie M. Farris who spoke on 
“The Challenge of Decision.” 

W. W. McReynolds, state secre- 
tary-director installed the new of- 
ficers as follows: George L. Phear- 
son, Mesa, president; Chester Wick- 
liffey Mesa, first vice-president; 
Effie Sawyer, Tucson, second vice- 
president; Mildred Cox, Globe, sec- 
retary; R. W. Cushing, Tempe, 
treasurer; John Boy, Phoenix; J. 
Earl Stowe, Phoenix; Roger Sim- 
mons, Tucson; Christine McNabb, 
Tucson; Wanda Dumermuth, Mar- 
ana; Nell Burt, Douglas; John 
Coatsworth, Tucson; Homer Hill, 


Tucson; Don Helseth, Phoenix. 
The fellowship groups elected 
presidents as follows: CWF—Mrs. 


Louise White, Phoenix; CMF—Fred 
Alexander, Tempe; DSF—Bill Litts, 
Tucson; CYF—Darrell Brasch, Tuc- 
son; Chi Rho—Joe Webb, Tucson. 
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MR. AND MRS. JEAN BOKELEALE were entertained recently in Missions 
Building, Indianapolis, Ind. On the left is Walter Cardwell, former mis- 
sionary, who served as interpreter; and on the right is Mr. and Mrs. Robert 


G. Nelson. 


Mr. Nelson is executive secretary of the Department of Africa 


of The United Christian Missionary Society. Mr. Bokeleale recently com- 

pleted his studies at the Protestant Theological Seminary in Brussels, Bel- 

gium, and will serve his homeland as the general secretary of the Christian 
Churches in the Congo. 
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Church and Redemption 
Is Convention Keynote 


NCMC Will Bring Negro 
DisciplestoRoanoke, Va. 


ROANOKE, VA.—The 45th annual 
session of the National Christian 
Missionary Convention will be held 
here Aug. 21-27 at the Louden 
Avenue Christian Church. 

William K. Fox, Director of Spe- 
cial Studies of The Church Federa- 
tion of Greater Indianapolis (Ind.), 
is president of the convention. 

The program calls for an emphasis 
upon the church and redemption 
with the general assemblies and mes- 
sages lifting up the convention 
theme, “The Church Redeeming a 
Changing World.” 

Mr. Fox stated that the conven- 
tion must move toward a clarifica- 
tion of its purpose and role as a 
working unit within the Disciples 
of Christ. Four items of business 
will make this year’s NCMC as- 
sembly historically important. They 
are: 


1. The reality of the merger of 
staff and services of the National 
Christian Missionary Convention 
with personnel of The United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society. 

2. An amended constitution which 
suggests a new look at the func- 
tion and structure of the National 
Convention. 

3. New forces at work in the 
world and among the church which 
make the re-evaluation of role of the 
convention and cooperating church 
necessary. 

4. The new mood of togetherness 
in responsible churchmanship ap- 
parently evident within the Christian 
Churches. 
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Angolan Refugees 
Seek Mission Help 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Angolan ref- 
ugees—victims of terrorist actions, 
malnutrition and disease—are being 
aided by the Protestant Union Medi- 
cal Training Center at Kimpese, the 
Congo, a medical missionary for the 
Christian Churches has reported to 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety. 

Dr. L. Neal Testerman, who is 
located at the Kimpese medical 
center ten miles from the Angola 
border, wrote to the society’s head- 
quarters here: 

“Red Cross workers are register- 
ing refugees in front of the hospital 
and giving away food and blankets.” 

To date, more than 77,000 An- 
golans have poured into the Kimpese 
area. Over 400 are on the hospital 
grounds and thousands are staying 
in the surrounding villages. In- 
juries range from bullet wounds to 
total body burns. 

Although the facilities are being 
strained to meet the needs of this 
great influx, the hospital is equipped 
to handle severe war injuries as well 
as general illness. 

Robert G. Nelson, executive sec- 
retary of the Department of Africa 
of The United Christian Missionary 
Society, said: 

“Mozambique and Angola, both 
under Portuguese administration, 
are sections of increasing political 
concern. Nationalism in_ conflict 
with the Portugese colonial policy 
is increasingly creating tension.” 

Now in a strategically important 
position, the Protestant medical cen- 
ter or Institut Medical Evangelique 
is the largest union hospital in cen- 
tral Africa and the largest ortho- 
pedic center on the continent. 


— 


LOUDEN AVENUE CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Roanoke, Va., is the host church 
for the 45th annual assembly of the National Christian Missionary Con- 
vention which will meet Aug. 21-27. 
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To New Ministries . . . 


@ INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Harley  E. 
Patterson, for the past ten years 
minister of the United Church of 
Oak Ridge, Tenn., has been called 
to serve as minister of Central 
Christian Church here. 


@ OVERLAND PARK, KAN.—John D. 
Wolfersberger, a recent graduate of 
The Graduate Seminary, Enid, Okla., 
was recently installed as associate 
minister of Overland Park Christian 
Church. 


@ BURLINGTON, KAN.—Joe W. Temp- 
fer has resigned a seven-year min- 
istry here with the Christian Church 
and will move to Wolcott, Ind., 
where he will serve the Christian 
Church and attend Christian The- 
ological Seminary in Indianapolis. 


@ ORANGE, TexaS—J. R. Johnson has 
completed his ministry here with 
First Christian Church and accepted 
a call to serve as minister of First 
Church, Arlington, Texas. 


@ Pomona, CALIF.—Mrs. Ada Harsin 
has resigned as_ state children’s 
worker in Southern California to ac- 
cept a call to serve as director of 
Christian Education here at First 
Church. 


@ MCKINNEY, TExAS—Edward E. 
Russell closed his 13%-year min- 
istry at St. Charles Avenue Chris- 
tian Church in New Orleans, La., to 
accept a call to serve as minister 
here at First Christian Church. 


@ New York City—On June 18 Fes- 
tus C. Carey, Jr., was installed as a 
minister of Second Christian Church 
here in the Bronx. The church has 
two ministers, with one budget and 
one board. Raphael Alvarado is 
minister of the Spanish-speaking 
membership of the church. 


@ TULSA, OKLA.—Lloyd Lambert has 
resigned as minister of Rogers 
Heights Christian Church here and 
will enroll at Boston University for 
graduate work. 


@ HARLINGEN, TExAS—Wade Hamp- 
ton became minister of First Chris- 
tian Church here July 1, following a 
three-year pastorate with the Chris- 
tian Church in Pecos, Texas. 


@ NorRTH LLTTLE Rock, ARK.—Park 
Hill Christian Church here has a 
new minister, John M. Jackson, a 
recent graduate of The College of 
the Bible. He formerly was min- 
ister of the Christian Church in 
Bloomfield, Ky. 


@ INDIANAPOLIS, INp.—Clarence F. 
Evans has accepted a call to serve 
as interim minister here of the Gar- 
den City Christian Church. 
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One Person's View 
of a Strong Rural Church 





Are Rural Churches Dying? 


Are rural churches dying? 


Not the Church of Christ in the little 


hamlet of Sylvania nestled among the picturesque ‘endless moun- 
tains” of Bradford County, Pennsylvania! 


To many a city church Rural Life 
Sunday is merely another date on 
the calendar. In the Sylvania 
church this year it was the occa- 
sion for a triple ceremony: a day 
of rejoicing over past progress; a 
day of dedication for future useful- 
ness; and a day of homecoming in 
which many a former member or 
friend took part. 

While proper reverence was not 
lacking, still the afternoon service 
had all the warmth and informality 
of a family reunion in the country. 

The church has a long history 
of endeavor and service. In mid- 
winter 1870, a group of about 30 
earnest souls met and formed a 
group for worship and mutual help- 
fulness. 

Resident membership has rarely 
exceeded 100 communicants, and 
more often has scarcely been half 
of that. 

The church has been as a beacon 
and a lighthouse to the people of 
the village and to those of the sur- 
rounding area. 

A few years ago the church peo- 
ple decided to purchase an organ 
for the sanctuary. A_ dedicated 
group of the younger adult mem- 
bers agreed to underwrite the funds 
needed, and formed an organiza- 
tion which was appropriately 
named “The Organ Grinders.” In 
due time the original assignment 
they set themselves was accom- 
plished but the spirit of cooperation 
which had made this possible had 
welded the group into a permanent 
unit. 

Since then they have undertaken 
and completed various projects— 
the last one being the laying of a 
fine carpet in the sanctuary. With 
typical rural logic the suggestion 
cropped up to change the name of 
the group to “The Carpet-baggers’”; 
but with the Civil War Centennial 
in mind this suggestion was laugh- 
ingly vetoed. 

However, the work was pushed 
to a successful conclusion which 
culminated in the dedication serv- 
ice of this latest improvement on 
Rural Life Sunday, May 7. 

Following the service the ladies 
of the church served light refresh- 
ments and there was time for visit- 
ing, renewing old friendships and 
mutual rejoicing in Christian fel- 
lowship. 
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This visitor was made to feel a 
part of it all, and came away happy 
in the knowledge that there really 
are spots where there is life; warm, 
glowing, active and revitalizing life 
in rural churches: not only on 
Rural Life Sunday but every day 
of the year. 


Names of participants have been 
purposely omitted from this ac- 
count for who shall say whether 
the speakers, the visitors, the mu- 
sicians, the children (many of 
whom have fine attendance records 
in the church school) or the adult 
members, deserve the most credit. 
I like to think that each is willing 
to remain anonymous so long as an 
act of service has been rendered 
“as unto God.” 


In the same spirit this tribute is 
signed merely. . . . AN INTERESTED 
VISITOR. 
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Kentucky Rural Church 
Receives High Honor 


FAYETTE COUNTY, Ky.—During 
the 49th annual Farm and Home 
Week awards session held recently 
at Memorial Coliseum at the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky Antioch Chris- 
tian Church was one of 22 town and 
country churches of the Bluegrass 
State receiving recognition for out- 
standing programs of the past year. 

Dean Frank J. Welsh of the Col- 
lege of Agriculture presented the 
citations of merit “in appreciation 
of the rural community service” 
shown by the selected churches. 

The basis of the award to An- 
tioch Christian Church was the re- 
placing of a church building lost by 
fire and the sponsoring of a com- 
munity Christmas dinner. 

David Snell, chairman of the 
board, accepted the citation on be- 
half of his congregation. Fred G. 
Block is the minister. 
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Franklin E. Rector of 
Christian Theological Seminary 


Lecturer at Perkins 


INDIANAPOLIS—Franklin E. Rec- 
tor, professor of church and social 
structure at Christian Theological 
Seminary here, was one of three 
major lecturers for the Institute on 
the Church in Town and Country 
held at Perkins School of Theology, 
Southern Methodist University, 
Dallas, Texas, June 26—July 14. 

The institute, sponsored by the 
Council of Southwestern Theologi- 
cal Schools and supported with a 
grant from the Lilly Endowment, 
Incorporated of Indianapolis, dealt 
with church and community in 
areas of less than 10,000 population. 

Seminar discussion groups were 
under the direction of the members 


of the planning committee for the 
institute. Among the leaders are 
William D. Hall, a professor at 
Brite College of the Bible, Texas 
Christian University, Fort Worth, 
and Cecil R. Denney of The Grad- 
uate Seminary, Phillips University, 
Enid, Okla. 


$ $ Aid for Jarvis 


HAWKINS, 'TEXAS—Jarvis Chris- 
tian College has just received word 
from Peter P. Muirhead, director of 
Financial Aid Branch, Division of 
Higher Education, that Jarvis will 
receive $107,640 to be applied to the 
National Defense Student Loan 
Fund for the 1961-62 academic year. 

The National Defense Student 
Loan is available to students who 
need assistance in completing their 
higher education. 


PORTRAITS OF TRANSYLVANIA PRESIDENTS 


LITHOGRAPHIC-TYPE portraits of 
each one of the 27 presidents in the 
18l-year history of Transylvania 
College have been placed in the 
Presidents’ Room of Forrer Hall at 
the college. 

The portraits were shown for the 
first time publicly during com- 
mencement weekend. The portraits 
are the work of Lexington artist 
and Transylvania alumnus Jeo Pet- 
ro, who is shown here (left) with 
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Transylvania President Irvin E. 
Lunger. 

Petro is pointing to the portrait 
of Harry Toulmin (upper, left), the 
first president of Transylvania Col- 
lege in 1794. Below Toulmin is the 
portrait of James Blythe, who was 
president in 1804. 

Across from Toulmin is James 
Moore, president in 1796. Below 
the Moore portrait is that of Hor- 


ace Holley, president in 1818. 








“| keep hearing 
BENEVOLENT 
EMPHASIS...” 


Is Your Church 
Organized for 
Benevolent 
Outreach? 


® Do your Fellowships and 


and groups have some project 
for “Your Other Family”? 


@ Has your Church Board in- 


cluded the NBA Homes in 
your church budget? 


@ Are plans under way for a 


representative Christmas Of- 
fering for Benevolence from 
your Church and Church 
School? 


@ Is your church planning Be- 


mevolence giving in such a 
way that our NBA Homes are 
assured of continuing main- 
tenance? 


© Will your church be listed in 


the Front Line and Victory 
lists of Benevolent rank? 


@ Will you write NBA Head- 


quarters how your church is 
organized for Benevolence— 
and what program do you 
have for the elderly members 
in your church? 


THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT 
ASSOCIATION OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
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To New Ministries 


@ Jack H. C. Clark, minister of First 
Church, Bentonville, Ark., will be- 
come minister this week at First 
Church, Pontiac, Mich. 


@ Richard Hazeltine has resigned as 
minister of the First Church of 
Christ in Sault Ste Marie, Mich., to 
become minister of Central Chris- 
tian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


@ Paul Holman has accepted the 
call to become minister of the Chris- 
tian Church in Atlantic, Iowa, com- 
pleting his work with the Church of 
Christ in Rock Rapids, Iowa. 


@ William J. Vaughn, chaplain, has 
completed his tour of duty with the 
aircraft control warning sites in 
Alaska and been assigned to the 
3555th Flying Training Wing, Per- 
rin Air Force Base, Texas. 


@ Richard W. Crews has completed 
a ministry of over eight years at 
First Church, Pampa, Texas, to ac- 
cept a call from First Church, San 
Angelo, Texas. 


@ Rex Mix, a recent graduate of 
Brite College of the Bible, Fort 
Worth, Texas, has accepted a call to 


eonee 
o* *e 


After all, the world is funny. 


Laughter tonic never fails you. 


There’s a thing that’s always pleasant, whether future, past or present: 
Just to come upon a man who makes you laugh. 

On the other hand you're weary when you meet a guy who's dreary 
With a face as long as neck of a giraffe. 


From the common cold to tumor, what you need’s a dose of humor; 
One that starts down at the end of your big toes, 

And proceeds accelerating, up your carcass undulating, 

Coming out with joy just underneath your nose. 


Usually, the sky is sunny. 
There is nothing wrong with giggling just a bit. 
Good for anything that ails you. 
Just let go and Ha Ha Ha ’til you can’t quit. 
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serve as minister of Central Church, 
Rosenberg, Texas. 


@Mr. and Mrs. Martin McQuary 
have been called to serve in the 
areas of membership development 
and evangelism at First Church, Eu- 
gene, Ore. 


@ Elvin E. Miller has resigned his 
ministry with First Church, Winter 
Haven, Fla., and moved to Houston, 
Texas, where he will serve as min- 
ister of the Spring Branch Church. 


@ Robert C. Lynn, a recent graduate 
of The College of the Bible, Lexing- 
ton, Ky., has been called to serve 
as minister of First Church, Ogden, 
Utah. 


@ Charles Alva Patchen is the new 
minister at First Church, Alamosa, 
Colo. He is a recent graduate of 
Brite College of the Bible, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 


@ Joseph O. Whanger is the new 
minister at First Church, Ault, Colo. 


@ Gene Wetherell has resigned his 
ministry with the Olivet Church, 
near Columbia, Mo., to become min- 
ister of First Church, Vero Beach, 
Florida. 


LAUGHTER 
TONIC 


by Kelly O’Neall 












THE CHRISTIAN 

























@-- CAPSULES 


@ DuQUOIN, ILL.—A service of bless- 
ing little children and dedication of 
parents was held June 4 at First 
Christian Church here. 

Fourteen children and eighteen 
parents participated in the service. 
Each parent was given a certificate 
entitled “Blessing of Children” and 
a rosebud. This is one of the larg- 
est groups to participate in this 
kind of service for the DuQuoin 
church. M. Jasper Timbs is the 
minister. 


@ ANN ArRBoR, MICH.—Thomas Wes- 
ley Travis was ordained a Christian 
minister in services June 4 in Me- 
morial Christian Church here. 

A member of the Bethany Chris- 
tian Church, Detroit, Mr. Travis is 
a graduate of the University of 
Michigan. He received the B.D. de- 
gree at the University of Chicago 
in June. He has been serving as 
associate pastor of First Christian 
Church, Springfield, II. 

Dr. W. B. Blakemore, dean of the 
Disciples Divinity House and asso- 
ciate dean of the Rockefeller Me- 
morial Chapel, Chicago, gave the 
ordination address. 


@ PeorIA, ILL.—George S. Pyke be- 
gan work as minister of evangelism 
and youth in First Christian Church 
here June 26. Ralph Bennett is 
the pastor. 

Mr. Pyke was ordained in his 
home church, First Christian in 
Tipton, Ind. The calling of a min- 
ister of evangelism and youth is a 
part of a 10-year program of de- 
velopment and expansion which has 
been adopted by this historic church 
in downtown Peoria. 


@ HartrorpD City, INp.—Total church 
planning and spiritual enrichment 
were both a part of a planning re- 
treat held here at First Christian 
Church. 

Assisting the Hartford City con- 
gregation in the one-day retreat 
were: E. Lyle Harvey, associate 
state secretary for the Association 
of Christian Churches in Indiana; 
Don Legg, associate general secre- 


tary of Christian Churches in In- 
diana; Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Henry 
of the First Christian Church at 
Winchester, Ind., Miss Louise Dun- 
can, Christian education director of 
First Church, New Castle, Ind., and 
Robert C. Neel, pastor, and Mrs. 
Neel. 


@ INDIANAPOLIS—Enos Nelson was 
installed as minister of Christian 
education of the Downey Avenue 
Christian Church here June 18. A 
graduate of Eureka (Ill.) College, 
Mr. Nelson received his B.D. degree 
from The College of the Bible, Lex- 
ington, Ky. 


@ CoLuMBIA, S. C.—Joseph L. Harde- 
gree was ordained to the Christian 
ministry at First Christian Church, 
his home church here, on July 25. 
He graduated from Brite College 
of the Bible, Fort Worth, in Jan- 
uary and is now pastor of Bethany 
Christian Church, Miami, Okla. 
Neal Wyndham, pastor of First 
Christian, presided, J. W. Sosebee, 
former pastor in Columbia, now of 
First Christian Church, Atlanta, 
Ga., brought the ordination mes- 
sage. 


@ INDIANAPOLIS—The sixth summer 
session of the College of Missions, 
with 20 students, closed July 6. 

The summer session provides an 
academic study program for mis- 
sionary candidates and trainees of 
Christian Churches, 

The basic course, “The Adminis- 
tration of Mission,” was held June 
14 to 17 at Missions Building here. 
The remaining section of the ses- 
sion is being taught on the College 
of Missions campus at Crystal Lake, 
Frankfort, Mich. 


@ Kansas City, Mo.—The National 
Board of Junior Deacons is sponsor- 
ing a booth for information and 
service in connection with the as- 
sembly of The International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches here 
Sept. 29-Oct. 5. The booth will be 
in the northeast corner of exhibit 
hall, across from the display of the 
Christian Board of Publication. 





MONOGRAM 
DINNERWARE 


For use by churches, 
societies and others. 


Price List on Request 


H. LEONARD & SONS 
38 Fulton St. West Grand Rapids 2, Mich. 
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“GOD IS MY LANDLORD” 


The story of “DYNAMIC KERNELS” 
in 45 minute color-sound. 
Write Mrs. Perry Hayden, ‘“‘The Quaker Miller’’ 
Tecumseh, Mich., Dept. CHE 
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Mother and Dad, here’s that dictionary 
specifically prepared for children in the 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades. WEBSTER’S 
ELEMENTARY DICTIONARY is carefully 
compiled to help in actual school work 

- 18,000 vocabulary entries, 1,600 
pictures, large clear type and simplified 
pronunciation. Sturdily bound in gray 
cloth at $3.75 per copy. 10W543 


For cher studorLa, 


WEBSTER’S NEW COLLEGIATE 
DICTIONARY 


The handy desk dictionary. 7%” x 10”; 

only 13%” thick. 

10W136, tan cloth, not indexed, $5.00. 

10W137, blue merriam linen, indexed, 
$6.00. 

10W357, red fabrikoid, indexed, $8.75. 


WEBSTER’S NEW WORLD DICTIONARY 


142,000 entries . . 


. 1,760 pages... 
detailed etymologies 


. . » descriptive syn- 


onyms. 
10W437, cloth, not indexed . . . $5.75 
10W438, cloth, indexed ..... 6.75 





GOD AND COUNTRY AWARDS were 
presented to two Boy Scouts at First 
Christian Church, Cameron, Mo. Pic- 
tured (from left, front row) are: John 
Baker, board chairman; Larry Streu, 
D. R. Packham, and A. W. Swanson, 
minister; in the back is Scoutmaster 
Darrell Fiddick. 
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COUNTRY 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Burley, Idaho, pre- 

sented the God and Country Award to these Boy 

Scouts. Seated with the minister is Michael Don- 

nan; standing (from left) are: Dennis Mayer, 
Charles Skaggs, and Joe Kerbs. 









FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Lebanon, Kan., presented 

God and Country Awards to seven Scouts. Pictured are 

(from left): John Chapin; Carl Kennedy; Kent Stones; 

J. A. Wilton, the minister; Dave Thompson, Scout ex- 

ecutive; Richard Dietz; Kent Kennedy; Mark Wilton 
and Gary Thompson. 


HUARDS 


LAURENCE A. COTNER is congratu- 
lated by A. N. Hinrichsen, minister, 
after he presented the life scout 


with the God and Country Award 
in a special service at First Church, 

THIS CLASS OF NINE SCOUTS received the God and Bucyrus, Ohio 

Country Award at the Holloway Street Church, Durham, 

N. C. Taught by their minister, L. B. Scarborough, they 

are as follows: C. B. Carden, Mike Sewell, Roger Faulkner, 

Richard Dennis, Bobby Tyndall, Billy Pleasants, Ronnie 

Walker, Chuck Taylor and Kent Williams. 
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Loyal Church People 
The E. F. Bartons Were . . . 


Nomadic Disciples 
But They've Settled Down 


Ten years of moving ... count- 

less towns and countless churches 

. yet in each church an active 
membership. 

This was the experience of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. F. Barton, who are now 
members of the First Christian 
Church of Sweetwater, Texas. 

In the past ten years the Bartons 
have made their home in _ these 
West Texas towns: Ballinger, Miles, 
Spur, San Angelo, Post, Lubbock, 
Sonora, Sweetwater, Andrews, Sny- 
der, and Sterling City. 

In each city, the Bartons have 
made it a point to place their active 
membership in one of the Christian 
churches. 

“I’ve always gone to church, so 
it’s natural for me to attend wher- 
ever I go,” Mr. Barton stated. He 
also remarked that joining a church 
in the town, even if only for a 
period of weeks, enabled a person 





to get to know the citizens of the 
community. 

However, Sweetwater may be the 
last stop for the Bartons. “I get 
tired of all the moving around,” 
Mr. Barton said. 

In the Sweetwater church Mr. 
is serving as deacon, financial sec- 
retary of the board, and president 
of Christian Men’s Fellowship. Mrs. 
Barton is serving as president of 
the choir and president of a Chris- 
tian Women’s Fellowship group. 
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of Church Worship Aids 
for over a quarter of a 
rite for catalog and listing 
malers desirous of serving you. 


BRASS GOODS CO. 


70 Pearl Street, Brookline 46, Mass. 





Sponsor a Korean Orphan 


Now caring for over 8,000 orphans in our 98 TRUE 
CHRISTIAN orphanages. But hundreds are still absolutely 
HOMELESS! For only $8 a month you, your Sunday School 
Class or other group can fully support a child and send 
him or her to school. You get the child's picture, life story 
and mailing address; also the orphanage history and 
group picture. 
you wish. Replies are prompt. Sponsors are THRILLED and 
BLESSED with this PERSONAL contact. 


You can write or send parcels any time 


Many new sponsors are needed NOW. You can save a life, a soul, and train a future 


Christian leader. Please write us TODAY! 


deductible. 


All gifts and sponsorings are income tax 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 


An Interdenominational Non-Profit Corporation 


Dept. CT-8 


4848 No. Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, Ill. 


Tel. Gladstone 6-6181 


take iteasy- 


POLAROID ELECTRIC EVE 


The exciting new Polariod Electric Eye 
Camera takes all the guesswork out of 
photography—even for beginners. It's so 
automatic, so reliable, it guarantees you 
as a picture-taker every time. 


Sound like an expensive, hard-to-operate 
camera? Relax. It's not. You'll find no 
maze of knobs and dials to worry about 
on this great camera. It's fully automatic. 
Focusing and aiming is quick, precise. 10 
seconds after you snap the shutter, 
you've got a crisp, sharp finished pic- 
ture. Nothing could be easier! 
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take it witha 


new 


The camera's radical new ‘‘electric eye’ 
actually ‘‘sees'' the light—anywhere— 
automatically controls the lens opening 
and shutter speed in any situation. 
Makes you the boss easily and accurately 
all the way. 


With the Electric Eye you get this un- 
matched offer. If you don't get a good 
picture, don't pay for it! Any picture you 
judge unsatisfactory, for any _ photo- 
graphic reason, may be exchanged for 
FREE replacement film. 


Model 900 Kit (camera illustrated) is 





$199.95. Handsome charcoal colored 
camera, wink-light, 2 rolls of film, a 
packet of Postcarders, cowhide case, 2 
pocket albums, included in Kit. 


Two models to choose from. Easy budget 
terms. Write for full details. Find out 
more about the one camera thot makes 
every member of the family a profes- 
sional picture-taker. Get an Electric Eye 
camera soon. Use it at home, church— 
anywhere. You can count on it to give 
you perfect pictures every time. Order 
from: Christian Board of Publication, Box 
179, St. Louis 66, Missouri. 
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‘sYou Are What You Read’’ 


Fundamental Purpose 


Under Orders: The Churches and 
Public Affairs. By Roswell P. 
Barnes. Doubleday and Company, 
Inc. 138 pages. $2.95. 


Roswell P. Barnes is currently 
the executive secretary in America 
of the World Council of Churches 
but this book is not written in an 
official capacity. However, his con- 
nection with church efforts in pub- 
lic affairs, local, national, and world- 
wide, give this book an inside flavor 
that is refreshing because he has 
the knack of getting at the meat 
of the matter. 

Barnes is convinced that ‘While 
we devote most of our energy and 
attention to technological progress, 
which is the basis of economic and 
military power, . .. we cannot in 
this way solve the fundamental 
problems of the world or of human 
existence. The basic problems of 
the world lie in the realm of human 
motives and conduct.” (p. 7.) These 
problems are in the realm where 
the churches have special compe- 
tence. Consequently, “the purpose 
of this book is to analyze the role 
of the churches in public affairs and 
to give examples of various types 
of activity by which they exert in- 
fluence.” (p. 8.) 

Why are churches involved in 
public affairs? The answer Barnes 
gives is no matter of expediency; 
rather it is the fundamental reli- 
gious purpose of all Christians. 
“No aspect of the life of society or 
the individual’s experience is out- 
side or beyond the rule of God... 
or beyond the concern of the 
church, which is committed to seek, 
to interpret, and to do His will.” 
(p. 25.) 

Barnes thinks that public affairs 
encompass much more than govern- 
ment and the welfare of the state. 
“Public affairs include all the in- 
terests of the community as a whole 
and the social forces that impinge 
upon persons.” (p. 18.) Therefore, 
this book includes discussion of ‘“‘So- 
cial Problems in the Usual Func- 
tions of the Church,” “Relations 
with Other Agencies,” ‘Christian 
Unity and International Conflict,” 
and “Major Social Problem Areas,” 
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such as international relations, race 
relations, economic life, political 
life, public morality, social welfare, 
and communism. 

Barnes concludes with “Ten Ur- 
gent Emphases.” (1) Reassert the 
importance of the individual per- 
son. (2) Interpret the meaning of 
life. (3) Clarify the nature of free- 
dom. (4) Examine the significance 
of a “standard of living.” (5) De- 
velop ethical standards for power 
groups. (6) Warn the nation of the 
moral hazards of its power. (7) De- 
fine worthy objectives for the na- 
tion. (8) Declare the sovereignty 
of God. (9) Realize the corporate 
fellowship of the church. (10) Wit- 
ness to the principle of redemption. 

When he applies these ten em- 
phases to the problems listed above 
you have an exciting book.—LeEwIs 
S. C. SMYTHE. 


Mine of Information 


A Dictionary of Life in Bible 
Times. By W. Corswant. Trans- 
lated from the French by Arthur 
Heathcote, Oxford University Press. 
308 pages. $6.50. 


Before his death in 1954, Profes- 
sor Corswant was professor of the 
History of Religions and of Biblical 
Archaeology in the Faculty of The- 
ology at Neuchatel, Switzerland. 
The late professor left among his 
papers the almost complete manu- 
script of a dictionary of life in Bible 
times and one of his pupils, M. 
Edouard Urech, supplied the miss- 
ing articles and illustrations for this 
volume. 

Technical language is avoided in 
the dictionary, the articles are con- 
cise and often illustrated with ref- 
erences and cross-references that 
are easy to follow. This book con- 
tains a mine of information for all 
who wish to understand Bible ideas 
more fully or to gain information 
about aspects of Eastern life which 
the Bible mentions in passing but 
does not describe in detail. 

The book is of equal value for 
teachers and students. Pupils from 
junior-high school up should have 
no difficulty in using it.—R. E. B. 


For Serious Laymen 


Servants of the Word: The Proph- 
ets of Israel. By James D. Smart. 
The Westminster Press. 95 pages. 
$1.50. 


In Servants of the Word Profes- 
sor Smart emphasizes the place the 
prophets have had in the whole 
Judeo-Christian development. Along 
with the Apostolic teachings, he 
points out that the Apostle Paul 
emphasized that the Christian 
Church was also founded on the 
prophets (Eph. 2:20). It was 
through the prophets that God re- 
vealed himself to his people Israel, 
with the incarnation event and the 
life of Christ being the climax of 
this prophetic tradition. 

Being an introductory book for 
laymen as a part of the Westmin- 
ster Guides to the Bible series, 
Servants of the Word obviously 
cannot go deeply into the issues and 
problems related to the individual 
prophets dealt with. Rather, Dr. 
Smart has given the reader a broad 
picture of the creative impact of 
the prophets on the religion of Is- 
rael. In this reviewer’s opinion 
most laymen interested in serious 
Bible study will find the approach 
to the prophets in this book to be 
of great help to their understanding 
of the whole development of Bibli- 
cal religion.—Lew A. Davis. 


Biblical Language 


Teach Yourself New Testament 
Greek. By D. F. Hudson. Associa- 
tion Press. 178 pages. $3.75. 


You would have to be more 
teachable than I was, if you could 
learn New Testament Greek “in a 
few hours a week over half a year 
period” with this book, as_ the 
jacket blurb claims However, it is 
very useful if you are supposed to 
have known Greek for 35 years. 
The paradigms and vocabulary lists 
are clear, and verb forms you have 
forgotten are easily located. I 
would not .say that a beginner 
couldn’t profit by using the book 
alone, for he could. However, he 
should not imagine he has a full 
substitute for A. T. Robertson.— 
BM, 2.-3. 
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Be sure to counsel with your Board of Church 
Extension. 


The success of any church expansion project depends 
on how thoroughly the many complicated phases of 
the total program have been cared for—such matters 
as determining building needs, the congregation's 
financial potential, time schedules, fund-raising, archi- 
tectural guidance, and loans. 


The positive way to minimize disappointing risks is to 
call on your Board of Church Extension with its 77 


years of experience and know-how. 


Counsel and direct assistance from the very beginning 
of a building program to dedication is provided 
through the following services: 


General Counseling 
Architectural Counseling 
Fund-Raising 

Savings Plans 

Loans 

CLP* 


Support these services and earn generous interest 
returns through a Church Extension 


342% PASSBOOK SAVINGS 
4% \NVESTMENT CERTIFICATES 


*Certificate-Loan Plan of cooperative financing. 


BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


110 South Downey Avenue 


Please send further savings plan information to: 


Indianapolis 7, Indiana 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


The Weapon 


Editor, The Christian: 


Christians living in a time of his- 
tory that may some day become 
known as “The Era of Discord and 
Dissent” are hard-pressed to keep 
from conforming and joining the 
growing army of dissension and dis- 
tortion. 

Having reached the saturation point 
in abhorrence of specific critics and 
critics in general, in dogmatic “pa- 
triots”’ and crusty “conservatism,” 
I have found the weapon to make 
them shudder and desist. The one 
thing they cannot stand to use or 
have anyone else use is “praise.” In 
their speeches, they never have a 
good word to say about anyone. 
This is their mark of identification. 
They have chosen their own brand. 

To all Christians everywhere who 
are fed up with the “critics” I rec- 
ommend and praise the following: 

“There Is Magic in a Word of 
Praise,” by Fulton Ousler, Reader’s 
Digest, April, 1961. 

“Little Men,” The Shirley Temple 
Show NBC-TV (A repeat that de- 
serves repeating!). 

“NBC White Paper No. 1: An 
Anatomy of a Hospital” (Visual 
education and a warning to Chris- 
tians about the dangers in setting 
up any economic system whatsoever 
above the suffering of mankind!).— 
CHARLES M. Grow, Woodville, Texas. 


Church at Fault 


Editor, The Christian: 


I have just read the most inter- 
esting presentation by Bill Daniels, 
in the April 16 issue of The Chris- 
tian. I felt that much of his pres- 
entation was very much to the 
point. Actually, though, it seems 
to me that he has understated the 
problem. 

In my own experience, much of 
our preaching today is just not 
relevant to the young person or to 
the young adult. In meeting with 
young people from a number of 
churches, I hear again and again 
the statement, “The preacher does 
not make sense,” or, “The preacher 
doesn’t say anything,” or again, 
“Nothing ever happens in church.” 

When a church fails its 


30 (1022) 


—Alexander Campbell 


Letters... 


young people, those young people 
are lost to a godless society, with- 
out moral or purpose. When we do 
not reach our young people with 
a relevant, realistic religion, before 
they are out of high school, they 
are not ready to meet the shock 
of the world-view presentation of 
many of our college programs. And 
when our young people are not 
equipped to meet these problems, 
the fault, and the blame, is ours.— 
Davip M. BRANSON, Salem, Ore. 


Ecumenical Membership Roll 


Editor, The Christian: 


The question of membership, a 
fellowship roll, seems to have been 
left open by the article of Dr. De- 
Groot (The Christian, Jan. 22, 1961) 
and reactions to it (especially “Let- 
ters,” The Christian, April 9, 1961). 
If we want a Disciple denomina- 
tion, with a restricted fellowship 
roll, then “distinctive Disciple doc- 
trine and practice,” as tests of fel- 
lowship, will make it, just as dis- 
tinctive doctrines and _ practices 
make other denominations. But, if 
we want “the local unit of the 
Kingdom of God,” whose roll would 
include all Christians in the com- 
munity, the only standard of faith 
and practice will be “what is writ- 
ten in the New Testament—firmly 
established by the authority of our 
Lord” (Fox, The Christian, April 
9, 1961), not as “distinctive Disciple” 
or any other denominational “doc- 
trine or practice,” and not changed 
by an interpretation (as it likely 
would be) by me or by any other 
seeker for truth. 

So sure am I that I understand 
the teaching of the New Testament, 
including its meaning of baptism, 
that I want to share the truth with 
others. But I am eager also that 
they share with me whatever they 
are sure they have found in the 
New Testament. These differences 
between Christians are already evi- 
dently within the church of Christ. 
All of us are more likely to share 
our discoveries if these differences 
are brought within the same circle 
of fellowship, which would be in- 
cluded in “a total, an ecumenical 
membership roll.’—W. F. BRuce, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Missed Opportunities 


Editor, The Christian: 


I have read Bill Daniels’ “Youth 
—The Church’s Creative Explosion,” 
and your. editorial, “Changeless 
Youth,” in the April 16th issue. 
Perhaps this is the indictment to be 
found in the two: that we Chris- 
tians too often do not expect any- 
thing creative to happen. 


As adults we wish that we could 
know a Bill Daniels or a Camie 
Bloom or any of their predecessors 
on the back page of VISION. They 
seem so much more alert and full 
of vitality than the youth we know. 
Not expecting to find a young person 
who is thinking on the deeper levels, 
we miss opportunities to help them 
in their search for truth. 


Or as youth we expect adults to 
feel that they have arrived and we 
do not expect to receive any help 
from them in serious questing, for 
they have ceased being creative and 
they do not understand us. 


So neither anticipates anything 
creative from the other. More than 
this, and perhaps more so for adults, 
we lose something of our flame and 
do not expect anything creative 
from ourselves. The effort to be 
creative produces too few results, 
too little appreciation, and is too 
painful. 


May we all experience renewed 
hope that greater things than these 
may be done through our faith in 
Jesus Christ. It may even be that 
youth and adults will discover in 
each other many creative explosions. 
—LESTER A. RINGHAM, Gibson City, 
Illinois. 


Stimulating 
Editor, The Christian: 


You continue to give us a most 
stimulating publication. I read with 
a great deal of interest President 
Cramblet’s article on the founding 
of the Christian Board of Publica- 
tion in the April 9 issue. “Where- 
unto it will grow, no man knoweth,” 
but you are pressing forward!— 
J. L. CuarK, Huntsville, Texas. 
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QUESTION: You have men- 
tioned a dying church due to a 
board chairman who made all the 
decisions (May 14, 1961). What 
can young adults do when your 
description fits the minister? 


ANSWER: What a spot to be 
in! Red warning lights seem to 
be flashing all around. First let 
me assure you that the answer 
I am giving does not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the editor, 
the management or anyone else 
in the entire brotherhood. 

It would be wonderful if your 
church was the only one with 
such a problem. Unfortunately, 
there are others with this same 
affliction. There are enough of 


them to justify an answer to, 


your question. 

I want to emphasize again and 
again that most of our ministers 
are fine men. Even those few 
who must be dictators are fine 
men. 

Just as I would counsel an un- 
derstanding heart in dealing with 
dictators in the official board, I 
would do so for the minister. 

A dictator in the pulpit is not 
good for the church. It is not 
good for any person to be a dic- 
tator. A minister who knows 
that God created men as free be- 
ings should be the last person to 
want to dictate. He needs help. 

We get our first lessons in be- 
ing dictators as little children. 
Very early in life children learn 
to manage their parents. (Most 
of us parents think it cute.) But 


Questions for Dr. Sillars should 
be sent to: The Editor, THE CHRIS- 
TIAN, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri. 


when children grow up we expect 
them to put away childish ways. 
Some of them don’t. Some who 
don’t, become ministers. 


If in their dictating they be- 
come angry and emotional, they 
really need outside help. At 
times older men in the church 
can offer much wise counsel to 
younger ministers who start off 
on the road to dictatorship. The 
mature young minister will al- 
ways seek the counsel of such 
men and not wait to “be told.” 

Look at the real dangers a 
minister’s ego faces. 

Week after week he stands in 
a pulpit three feet, or more, 
above the floor level of the con- 
gregation. This height can make 
a man dizzy with a false sense 
of his own importance. 

The congregation listens very 
attentively to every word. Peo- 
ple sit forward to catch every 
inflection and sit quietly amazed 
at his erudition. After the serv- 
ice they shake his hand firmly 
and gratefully thank him for an 
inspiring sermon. Brother, when 
this happens to you for a few 
years you might begin to believe 
it! It is a big letdown when 
you find they were only trying 
to be kind. They wanted to en- 
courage you, hoping you would 
actually do better next week. 

You shop and receive dis- 
counts. Policemen somehow fail 
to tag your car for overtime 
parking. Civic groups and serv- 
ice clubs eagerly seek you out to 
speak to them. After a while 
you learn it was only because 
they were seeking a free speaker. 


a chat with Chet 


Chester A. Sillars 


The press is usually inclined 
to give a minister favorable at- 
tention. He is elected to serve 
on important committees. He 
may become president of the 
ministerial alliance and council 
of churches. I guess most min- 
isters do. Life at last has con- 
vinced him that he has all the 
answers. Alas! It is not so! 
Even if he is brash enough to 
become a columnist he must re- 
member he does not know every- 
thing. 

Add all of the above to his 
special training and you have a 
natural candidate for the post of 
dictator. How can you help him? 

1. Pray for him every night. 

2. Have the elders talk to him 
and with him. 

3. Give him time to change his 
attitudes. 

4. If you can’t get to first base 
with him call the state secretary. 

5. If all this fails, suggest that 
he might be happier elsewhere. 
He probably would be. 








